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Kia ora 
and welcome
Every year, Otago Polytechnic is pleased to welcome students from  
all around the world to our campuses in Dunedin, Central Otago and 
Auckland, New Zealand.
Here you can learn by doing as you study applied academic programmes from undergraduate certificates, 
diplomas and degrees, through to postgraduate masters’ degrees. Prepare for a career, improve your 
English language skills and enjoy the active, fun and safe lifestyle New Zealand has to offer.

With our small classes and exceptional student support, we hope the time you spend with us will be 
some of the best times of your life!

Quality, career-focused education
We are proud to be recognised as one of the highest quality providers of tertiary education in New Zealand. 

We achieved the highest degree completion rates in New Zealand in 2010 and 2011, according to the 
New Zealand Government’s Tertiary Education Commission (TEC).

We received the highest possible rating, ‘Highly Confident’, for performance and self-assessment in  
the New Zealand Qualifications Authority External Evaluation and Review of 2011. 

We are nationally ranked among the top in our sector, as an acclaimed and highly regarded institute  
of applied research, based on TEC’s Performance Based Research Funding (PBRF) Quality Evaluation. 
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We have over 100 
programmes, from 
foundation certificates 
to postgraduate 
degrees. Our history 
dates back to 1870, 
with New Zealand’s  
first art school.

We have more than 
6,900 full- and  
part-time students,  
with campuses in 
Dunedin, Central  
Otago and Auckland.

Here’s how  
our students 
rate us
We score consistently high student-satisfaction 
ratings – in 2011, overall student satisfaction was at 
96 per cent, and 98 per cent for international students.
We performed strongly in the 2011 Australasian Survey of Student 
Engagement, which compared the experiences of students at 40 
tertiary institutes in Australia and New Zealand. Otago Polytechnic 
achieved ‘Above Average’ ratings for:

> Relationships with teaching staff, administrative staff and services
> Relationships with other students
> Seeking advice from academic staff
> Discussing career plans
> Combining academic learning with work experience 
> Exploring how to apply learning in the workplace
> Discussing grades with teaching staff
> Acquiring job-related knowledge and skills
> Being tutored and working with other students.   
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Aotearoa
Each year, many thousands of 
students come to New Zealand for 
a high-quality education in a fun, 
multicultural environment. 
Home to about four million people, New Zealand is  
one of the least crowded countries in the world.  
Here you can enjoy your studies and experience a fun 
and active lifestyle!

There is nowhere else in the world quite like  
New Zealand. From city life to outdoor activities,  
there is something for everyone.

Population: 4.4 million

Land area: 270,000 square kilometres  
(similar to Japan or Great Britain)

People per square kilometre: 14.9

Capital city: Wellington 

Largest city: Auckland

Official languages: English and Māori

Exchange rate: NZD$1.00 = USD$0.75 (June 2012)

Main international airports: Auckland, Christchurch

Political structure: Stable democracy

Prime Minister: Mr John Key

www.newzealand.com
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Dunedin
With about 25,000 students in 
residence during the academic year, 
Dunedin is one of New Zealand’s 
best centres of learning. 
Dunedin is a safe and beautiful city with historic 
buildings, great shops and interesting museums and 
art galleries. There are plenty of cafés, bars and 
restaurants that offer food from around the globe.  

A short drive from the city centre, and you can enjoy 
lovely beaches and other stunning scenery, and see 
some of the world’s rarest wildlife. 

Otago Polytechnic is in the heart of Dunedin’s student 
area and close to the centre of town. You are likely  
to live within walking distance of your classrooms, 
libraries and gym. And your neighbours are probably 
students too, so it is easy to make friends. 

What a great place to study!

Population: 125,000

Average summer temperature: 23°C

Average winter temperature: 11°C

Activities: Shopping, walking, playing golf, surfing 
and swimming, mountain biking, attending concerts 
and exhibitions, eating out, exploring eco-tourism 
sites and cultural festivals

What to pack: For winter: warm clothes,  
waterproof jacket, hat, gloves and scarf 
For summer: lightweight clothing, beach clothes  
and sunglasses

Closest airport: Dunedin International Airport

www.dunedinnz.com and www.dunedin.govt.nz
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Central 
Otago
Central Otago is known for  
its beautiful landscape and is 
regarded as the adventure  
capital of New Zealand.

The region is home to many lakes, rivers and mountains, 
and offers a range of tourism, hospitality, adventure 
sports and leisure activities. 

Otago Polytechnic’s main Central Otago campus is  
in the town of Cromwell, the perfect place to enjoy 
water sports and the outdoors. There are plenty  
of opportunities to enjoy snowsports close by.  
The town has beautiful stone buildings and heritage 
sites, but also offers modern services, supermarkets, 
shops, cafés and sports facilities. To see a map go  
to www.op.ac.nz/contact

Study options include cookery, hospitality service, 
horticulture, viticulture, snowsports, avalanche safety 
management, stonemasonry, sports turf management  
and sustainable practice.

In Central Otago, you can live and study in paradise! 

Population: 17,450

Distance from Queenstown and Wanaka:  
45 minutes’ drive

Distance from Dunedin: Three hours’ drive

Average summer temperature: 25°C 

Average winter temperature: 5°C

Major activities: Snowsports, water sports,  
hiking, biking, adventure tourism, arts, culture 
and heritage sites

What to pack: For winter: warm clothes, hat, 
gloves, waterproof jacket and scarf. For summer: 
light clothing, swimsuit, sunscreen, sunhat and 
sunglasses

Closest airports: Queenstown, Wanaka,  
Dunedin, Invercargill 

www.centralotagonz.com
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Auckland

Population: 1.6 million

Climate: Warm summers and mild, wet winters

Average summer temperature: 23°C

Average winter temperature: 14°C

Sunshine hours: 2,060 per year

What to pack: For winter: warm clothes and a  
waterproof jacket. For summer: Lightweight clothes, 
beachwear and sunglasses.

Closest airport: Auckland International Airport

www.aucklandnz.com

Auckland is the largest city in  
New Zealand and is the country’s 
centre of business and industry. 

It is known as the City of Sails because it is a world  
yachting capital. It has been rated the third best city  
in the world and the best city in Asia and the Pacific  
for lifestyle.*

Auckland has beautiful sandy beaches with many 
islands close by. It has plenty of parks and other  
places to relax, walk and play sport.

Our campus is located in the heart of downtown  
Auckland, so you are never far from the action and  
fun of this cosmopolitan city. To see a map go to  
www.op.ac.nz/contact

At the Auckland International Campus, you can study:
> English language (see page 8)
> English + Business (see page 9)
> Bachelor of Applied Management (see page 32)
> Graduate Diploma in Applied Management (see page 32)
*Mercer Quality of Life Survey, 2011

At the Auckland International Campus,  
the academic year is made up of five 
eight-week blocks. This makes studying far 
more flexible for international students.  
You can start your studies at the beginning 
of any block. By studying all five blocks per 
year, you could finish your degree in just 
2.25 years – so you can get qualified and 
into your career faster!

For more information, and to view  
our Auckland prospectus online go to  
www.op.ac.nz/auckland

The AucklAnd InTernATIonAl cAmpus Is A  
joInT VenTure wITh FuTure skIlls AcAdemy

Fast track your degree!
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level 1 
Beginner

level 3 
Intermediate
If you can use English in 
everyday settings, but you 
want to improve so you  
can study in English

level 4 
Advanced
If you can use English  
with accuracy and want to 
prepare for higher-level 
academic study Enter most academic 

programmes at 
certificate, diploma, 
degree or graduate 
diploma levels

During Level 4 you can  
also study (Dunedin only): 

English for specific 
purposes (level 5)
If you require a high level of 
English to enter our degree, 
graduate and postgraduate 
programmes 

Enter English plus
and some certificate 
programmes

IelTs preparation
Prepare for your IELTS  
or other English language
examination

Start here, go anywhere
Study English, gain some skills,  
and get ready for more study

One of the best things about studying 
overseas is the chance to learn a new 
language. At Otago Polytechnic, there 
are many ways to learn or improve 
your English. 

We offer classes at all levels, we can add English classes into 
other subjects, and we can even create a course especially for 
your group or school. 

Certificate in Foundation Studies (ESOL)  
(levels 1–4)  
English for Speakers of Other Languages

We offer English language at levels from beginner to advanced. 
Find the level that’s right for you.

Duration: From three weeks (minimum). If you plan to study 
with us for more than three months, you will need a student 
visa. See page 45 for more details.

Location: Dunedin and Auckland

Start: When you are ready. Talk to us about your goals and  
we will help you start at the right time.

Fee (approx): NZD$385 per week OR NZD$6,545  
per semester

Entry requirements: You should have completed at least three 
years of secondary school education. We do not require an 
English language test result. You will be tested and placed at 
the right level when you arrive. 

How to apply: Put Certificate in Foundation Studies (ESOL) 
(Level 1, 2, 3 or 4) on your application form.

english language examination  
preparation (IelTs)

Prepare for the IELTS or other English language examinations.

Duration: This varies, depending on your needs.

Location: Dunedin

English language requirements: ESOL (Level 3) OR equivalent.

Fee (approx): NZD$385 per week OR NZD$6,545  
per semester

How to apply: Put Certificate in Foundation Studies (Level 4) 
(IELTS preparation) on your application form.

level 2 
pre-intermediate
If you speak some English, 
but want to learn more



9   Otago Polytechnic Te Kura Matatini ki Otago

 

English PLUS  
Certificate in Foundation Studies (Level 4)

Learn English + something new
English plus: for fun, to prepare for study or just for you

English + Creative – Explore Art and Design

 Cookery – Taste your future in Cooking or 
                                    Hospitality

 Computing – Enter the world of IT and Computing

 Business – Prepare for your future career

 Sport – Create your own action with Sport

 Adventure – Step into your own Adventure

Academic courses taken during English plus (see above) 
count towards an undergraduate certificate, diploma or degree.

Duration: One semester or one year. Talk to us about your goals 
and how to use English plus as a bridge to our undergraduate 
certificate, diplomas or degrees.

Location: Dunedin 
 Auckland (English plus Business only)

Start: Dunedin: February or July 
          Auckland: Start dates throughout the year

Fee (approx): NZD$385 per week OR NZD$6,545 per semester

Entry requirements: ESOL (Level 3) or IELTS 5.5

How to apply: Put Certificate in Foundation Studies (Level 4) 
English plus (Creative/Cookery/Computing/ Business/Sport/
Adventure) on your application form.

english for Groups

Experience New Zealand while learning English. We can 
develop special English language courses for your school, 
team or organisation. 

This makes it perfect to combine English language studies 
with specialist areas including environmental, media or 
business studies. You can make the most of your time in  
New Zealand by combining your studies with tourism activities 
around New Zealand’s beautiful South Island.

Duration: This varies, depending on your needs.

Location: Dunedin, Central Otago

English language requirements: None. The programme is 
designed to suit your group’s language requirements.

Fee (approx): Fees vary. Contact us for more information.

> A specialist English for Groups coordinator will work with 
you to design the best programme for you and your group, 
and help you find appropriate accommodation.

> You can choose how long your programme lasts – it could 
 be two weeks, or up to one year.
> You will be awarded a Certificate of Achievement at a 
 special closing ceremony.
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Study preparation
for Otago Polytechnic
Studying in a new country can be very different from your experiences at home.  
This course is designed to help you succeed in your studies at Otago Polytechnic. 

You will be introduced to the teaching styles and learning 
environment at Otago Polytechnic, and will gain confidence 
and new skills, including:
> Techniques for academic writing and referencing
> Research skills
> Note-taking techniques for lectures and tutorials
> e-Learning familiarisation
> How to contribute to class discussions
> How to make a class presentation.

You are automatically accepted into this programme as part  
of your full-time undergraduate or graduate certificate,  
diploma or degree programme. 

Duration: Three weeks 

Location: Dunedin, Central Otago and Auckland

Options: Full-time 

Start: Dunedin and Central Otago: 28 January, 2013  
          and 24 June 2013  
          Auckland: Three weeks before degree intake

Entry: Included as part of your Offer of Place from  
           Otago Polytechnic, for full-time study. 

Fee: There is no additional fee for this course. 

Certificate in Health (Level 4)  
(see page 17)

Your pathway to study in Nursing, 
Midwifery, Occupational Therapy, 
Social Services or Applied Science

Spaces are limited and highly 
competitive for our health degrees. 
Please see page 19 to find out more 
about our entry and selection criteria.

Certificate in Human Services 
(Specialty) (Level 4) (see page 19)

Your pathway to study in  
Social Services

Certificate in Creative Studies  
(see page 21)

Your pathway to study in Design,  
Art and Information Technology

Certificate in Fashion Studies 
(Level 4) (see page 23)

Your pathway to study in Design 
(Fashion)

Certificate in Information  
Technology (Level 4)  
(see page 25)

Your pathway to study in  
Information Technology

National Certificate in Horticulture 
(Level 4) (see page 40)

Your pathway to study in Horticulture 
and Viticulture

Certificate in Cookery (Level 3)  
(see page 27)

Your pathway to study in  
Culinary Arts

Certificate in Professional 
Restaurant, Bar and Wine  
(Level 4)  
(see page 27)

Your pathway to study in Hospitality

National Certificate in Business  
Administration (Level 4)  
(see page 30)

Your pathway to study in Business 
and Applied Management

Certificate studies
the perfect foundation
Our certificates are ideal if you require a year of tertiary study before entering an 
undergraduate programme. See our entry criteria on page 12 to find out if you  
need to complete a one-year certificate first.
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Study Abroad and 
Exchange programmes
Want to study at Otago Polytechnic for one semester or one year? Studying abroad is 
a great way to travel and immerse yourself in another culture without taking time out 
from your studies. You will also gain important international perspectives for your career.

As a Study Abroad or Exchange student, you can study with 
us full-time for one semester or one year, usually in a similar 
area to what you are currently studying at your home 
institution. Otago Polytechnic has institutional partners around 
the world – please check our website to see if your institution 
is one of them. Note that your institution does not need to  
be one of our institutional partners for you to participate in our  
Study Abroad programme. 

Application tips
Entry requirements and prerequisites: You must have 
completed at least one year or two semesters of study at your 
home institution. You must also be able to study at a level 
suitable to your existing skills and study experience; some of 
our programmes have prerequisites. 

Additional requirements: Some Otago Polytechnic 
programmes, particularly at the Dunedin School of Art and  
the School of Design, will require you to submit a portfolio to 
demonstrate your skill level (see page 20).

English language requirements: If English is not your first 
language, then you must demonstrate proficiency in English. 
An IELTS overall band score (academic) of 6.0 (with no 
individual band score less than 6.0) or equivalent is required. 

How to apply: Ensure you list your home institution on your 
application form, along with the programme area in which you 
intend to study. We will contact you to discuss your 
programme selection.

Cross crediting: You must ensure that courses taken at  
Otago Polytechnic can be cross-credited back to your home 
degree or undergraduate qualification. Check with your  
home institution first.

Fee: This varies depending on our agreement with your 
institution. Check with your institution’s international office or 
contact us for more information.

Location: Dunedin

Start: February, July

For more details go to www.op.ac.nz/international or  
email international@op.ac.nz

Our current international partners* 
> Hochschule Harz, Wernigerode, Germany
> Hochschule Ulm, Ulm, Germany
> Kansas City Art Institute, USA
> Utrecht School of the Arts (HKU), Netherlands
> Karlshochschule International University, Karlsruhe, Germany
> HTW Berlin, Germany
> Ernst-Abbe Fachhochschule Jena, Germany
> Bergen National Academy of the Arts, Bergen, Norway
> Geneva University of Arts and Design, Genève, Switzerland
> The Academy of Fine Arts, Prague, Czech Republic
> The Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design, Prague, 
 Czech Republic
> Estonia Academy of Arts, Tallinn, Estonia
> University of Gothenburg, Sweden
> Kanazawa Technical College, Japan 
> Shanghai University of Engineering Science, China
> Instituto Europeo Di Design, Italy 
> Dongyang Mirae University, South Korea 
> Winthrop University, South Carolina, USA
> Deutsche Meisterschule fur Mode, Stadtische Berufsfachschule 
 fur Kommunikationsdesign, Munich, Germany

*This is not a complete list. Please see our website for more information.
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Entry requirements 
and country-specific equivalencies

The listed requirements in this table are intended as a  
guide only. Please refer to individual programme information  
for further requirements for each programme of study. 

We teach in English
If English is not your first language you must provide evidence 
of English language proficiency. Otago Polytechnic recognises 
IELTS, TOEFL and TOIEC scores. Please contact our 
International Admissions Office to discuss any alternative 
English language examination results.

Help is here
Applicants can contact the International Admissions Office  
for assistance and more information. See our contact details 
on page 47.

Undergraduate study
Certificate entrance is usually open, but we still need to see 
evidence of your secondary school achievement.

Diploma entrance is based on secondary school achievement 
equivalent to New Zealand’s NCEA Level 2, or Year 12 of 
secondary school. Successful completion of an Otago 

Polytechnic certificate or the English plus programme (page 
9) may also satisfy academic entry requirements for diplomas.

Degree entrance is based on secondary school achievement 
equivalent to 42 credits at New Zealand’s NCEA Level 3, or 
Year 13 of secondary school. Successful completion of an 
Otago Polytechnic certificate programme (see page 10) may 
also satisfy academic entry requirements for degrees.

If you have previously studied in New Zealand please refer to 
www.op.ac.nz for the NCEA-based admission requirements 
for each programme.

Graduate/Postgraduate study 

You must provide evidence of English language proficiency  
and successful and completed study at undergraduate level –
generally speaking – a bachelor’s degree, from a recognised 
tertiary institution. You must also provide any other information 
required by your chosen programme. 

If we are unable to determine the validity of your qualification, 
we may ask you to submit your document to Education 
Credentials Evaluators (www.ece.org) for more information.

Please see our application guide on the application form.

Entry to Otago Polytechnic’s undergraduate certificates, diplomas and degrees is 
based on your having achieved a secondary school qualification that is equivalent 
to New Zealand’s NCEA levels. The following table helps you to see if you have 
achieved an equivalent qualification from your home country for entry into different 
levels of undergraduate study.

Key
IELTS (International English Language Testing System): 
Measures the ability to communicate in English for people 
who intend to study or work where English is the language 
of communication. Please note that Otago Polytechnic 
accepts other recognised international English language  
test results, such as TOEFL and TOEIC.

NCEA (National Certificate of Educational Achievement):  
New Zealand’s national qualifications for senior secondary 
school students.

NZQA (New Zealand Qualifications Authority):  
Quality-assures secondary and tertiary qualifications and 
education providers, evaluates overseas qualifications and 
administers the New Zealand Register of Quality Assured 
Qualifications and the National Qualifications Framework, 
including the NCEA. See www.nzqa.govt.nz
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COunTRy nCEA LEvEL 2 
Equivalent entry requirements for  
certificates and diplomas

NCEA LEvEL 3 
Equivalent entry requirements for bachelors’ degrees  
and selected diplomas

NEW ZEALAND Successful completion of NCEA Level 2 with 
programme specific requirements

Successful completion NCEA with a minimum of 42 credits at Level 3 
or higher, including programme specific requirements. Or, successful 
completion of an Otago Polytechnic certificate or diploma.

ARGENTINA Titulo de Bachillerato Successful completion of one year of tertiary study at a recognised 
institution. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic 
certificate programme: see page 10.

AUSTRALIA – Successful completion of Year 12/High School Certificate.

BANGLADESH Higher Secondary Certificate with 1st division 
pass (60% passes in 4 subjects)

Successful completion of one year of tertiary study at a recognised 
institution. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic 
certificate programme: see page 10.

BRUNEI GCE O Level Matriculation GCE A Level Matriculation

BRAZIL Certificado de Ensino Medio Successful completion of one year’s tertiary study at a recognised 
institution. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic certificate 
programme: see page 10.

CANADA – Canadian High School Graduation with a minimum overall grade 
average of B or 65%. Different Provinces or Territories may vary.
Ontario Secondary School Diploma with a minimum of 65%, in six 
subjects in Grade 12.

CHILE Licencia de Educacion Media 
or Tecnico Media

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary study at a recognised 
institution. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic 
certificate programme: see page 10. 

CHINA Senior Secondary School Diploma Achievement of good results (similar to Tier One) in the National 
Higher Education Entrance Examination commonly known as the 

‘Gaokao’. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic  
certificate programme: see page 10.

COLOMBIA Bachillerato/Diploma de Bachilller Successful completion of one year’s tertiary study at a recognised 
institution. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic 
certificate programme: see page 10. 

DENMARK Folkeskolens 10 Klasseprove Bevis for Studentereksamen (Hojere Forberedelsesekam) or Bevis  
for Hojere Handelseksamen

FIJI Fiji School Leaving Certificate with a 65% 
average over the best four subjects, which  
must include English and mathematics

Fiji 7th Form Certificate with a minimum of 250 including 50%  
in English; USP Foundation Studies Programme including a C in 
Communication Studies.

FRANCE - Baccalauréat

GERMANY Mittlere Reife Realschlabschluss Abitur or Zeugnis der Allgemeinen Hochschulreife

GHANA West African School Certificate or GCE O Level 
with at least 4 A–C grades

3 passes in West African Higher School Certificate or GCE A levels.

HONG KONG Hong Kong Certificate of Education (HKCE)  
or equivalent.

Three General Certificate of Education (GCE) ‘Ordinary’ level passes 
and two ‘Advanced’ level passes (minimum of 5 points) in the GCE. 
Or Advanced Level Examination (minimum of 5 points) plus three 
passes (min grade C) in the HKCEE. Or completion of the Hong 
Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) with a point score 
between 13–15 from the five best subjects.

INDIA At least 55% average across 4 academic 
subjects in CBSE, HSC or ISC with at least  
60% in English, or equivalent in other boards

At least a 70% average over 4 academic subjects in CBSE, HSC,  
or ISC with at least 60% in English, or equivalent in other boards.

INDONESIA STTB – SMA Successful completion of one year’s tertiary study at a recognised 
institution. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic 
certificate programme: see page 10.

ITALY – Successful completion of the Diploma di Maturita with a pass of  
at least 75%.

Equivalent academic entry requirements by country
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COunTRy nCEA LEvEL 2 
Equivalent entry requirements for  
certificates and diplomas

NCEA LEvEL 3 
Equivalent entry requirements for bachelors’ degrees  
and selected diplomas

IRAN High School Diploma (3 years) with grades of  
at least 10

Pre-University Certificate (Peeshdaneshgahe) or successful 
completion of one year’s tertiary study at a recognised institution. 
Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic certificate 
programme: see page 10.

JAPAN Kotogakko Sotsugyo Shomeisho (Upper 
Secondary School Leaving Certificate)

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary study at a recognised 
institution. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic 
certificate programme: see page 10.

MALAYSIA SPM with grades 1–6 or Chinese Unified 
Examination or equivalent

3 passes in STPM with C or better, or a maximum score of 18 points 
over 6 academic subjects in the UEC. English Language Proficiency 
Criteria: STPM English grade of B or higher; SPM English grade of A1 
or A2; UEC English grade of B4 or higher. Or successful completion of 
an Australian Matriculation Programme, or successful completion of a 
Canadian Matriculation Programme.

NETHERLANDS HAVO Diploma/senior general secondary 
education

VWO-Gymnasium A or B; VWO-Atheneum A or B Diplomas

NEPAL Higher Secondary Certificate with 1st  
division pass

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary study at a recognised 
institution. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic 
certificate programme: see page 10.

NEW CALEDONIA Baccalauréat with a minimum grade 10 Baccalauréat with a minimum grade 12

NORWAY Vitnemal fra Grunnskolen Vitnemal fra den Videregaende Skole

OMAN Thanawiya Amma (Secondary School Leaving 
Certificate) with a minimum overall mark of 80%

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary study at a recognised 
institution. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic 
certificate programme: see page 10. 

PAKISTAN Higher Secondary School Certificate with a 
minimum average of 60%

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary study at a recognised 
institution. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic 
certificate programme: see page 10. 

PAPUA  
NEW GUINEA

Higher School Certificate UPNG Foundation Studies Certificate. Or successful completion of an 
Otago Polytechnic certificate programme: see page 10.

PHILIPPINES High School Graduation with a pass in the 
University Admission Test

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary study at a recognised 
institution. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic 
certificate programme: see page 10. 

RUSSIA (Attestat) Certificate of Secondary Education, or 
Certificate of Maturity

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary study at a recognised 
institution. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic 
certificate programme: see page 10. 

SAMOA – USP Foundation Studies Certificate; UPY Certificate with at least 8 
passes including a C1 pass in English.

SAUDI ARABIA Tawjihiyah (General Secondary Education 
Certificate) with a minimum overall mark of 60%; 
Higher Technical Institute Diploma

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary study at a recognised 
institution or an Associate’s Degree. Or successful completion of an 
Otago Polytechnic certificate programme: see page 10.

SINGAPORE GCE O Level with 4 grades of 1–6 GCE A Level; Foundation Studies Certificate

SOUTH KOREA High School Diploma Junior College Diploma or completion of High School Leaving 
Certificate plus one year’s tertiary study at a recognised institution. 
Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic certificate 
programme: see page 10.

SRI LANKA 4 GCE O Levels with grades ranging from A-C Sri Lankan GCE A levels with passes in at least 3 subjects.
Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic certificate 
programme: see page 10. 

SWEDEN Slutbetyg fran Grundskola (Upper Grades) Student Examen/Avgangsbetyg Leaving Certificate
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COunTRy nCEA LEvEL 2 
Equivalent entry requirements for  
certificates and diplomas

NCEA LEvEL 3 
Equivalent entry requirements for bachelors’ degrees  
and selected diplomas

SWITZERLAND – Maturiatszeugnis/Certificat de Maturite/Attestato di Maturita

TAIWAN Senior High School Leaving Certificate Junior College Diploma or one year’s tertiary study at a recognised 
institution. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic 
certificate programme: see page 10. 

THAILAND Matayom 6 (with a score of 50% or higher) Successful completion of one year’s tertiary study at a recognised 
institution. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic 
certificate programme: see page 10.

TONGA Successful completion of Form 6 Successful completion of Form 7; USP Foundation Studies Certificate. 
Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic certificate 
programme: see page 10.

UNITED KINGDOM GCE O Levels in 4 subjects GCE A Levels in 3 subjects

USA High School Graduation Diploma, with a 
minimum C average

High School Graduation Diploma with a minimum C average, plus 
SAT 1 and SAT II score minimum 500/part. Or the Advanced 
Placement Exam.

VIETNAM Successful completion of either the Diploma of 
General Education (Bang Tu Tai) or the Upper 
Secondary School Graduation Certificate (Bang 
Tot Nghiep Pho Tong Trung Hoc) with scores of 
6 or higher

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary study at a recognised 
institution. Or successful completion of an Otago Polytechnic 
certificate programme: see page 10.

WORLDWIDE Cambridge O Levels Cambridge A Levels  
International Baccalaureate
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Health and 
Community
Careers
Nursing
Midwifery
Occupational Therapy
Social Services
Tertiary Education
There is a worldwide demand for qualified  
professionals to care for and work with individuals, 
and our graduates are sought after for their  
high calibre and work readiness. Many of our 
internationally-recognised qualifications can lead 
to eligibility to apply for registration in New Zealand 
as a practitioner in your chosen field. 

“It’s a great way to prepare for a  
nursing career. There are lots of 
placements during the programme  
which means I have the opportunity 
to test the skills I’ve learned  
during my lectures and tutorials.”
Ashley ho from Malaysia is a second-year 
Bachelor of Nursing student
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certificate in health (level 4)

Duration:  One year 

Location:  Dunedin 

Fee (approx):  $19,240

Start:  February and July, 2013 (prerequisites apply)

Prepare for study in Nursing, Midwifery, Occupational Therapy,  
Social Services or Applied Science. Core subjects include academic 
communication, mathematics and bioscience for health. Choose 
between two electives – introduction to midwifery or introduction  
to careers in health. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you have an acceptable level 

of secondary school achievement. 

English language requirements
You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 6.0.

Further study options
Achieve a B+ average or higher and progress to higher levels of 
learning. If you plan to study Nursing, this must include a B+ or higher 
in bioscience. 
Apply for our Bachelor of Nursing, Bachelor of Midwifery, Bachelor  
of Occupational Therapy, Bachelor of Social Services or Bachelor of 
Applied Science (Physical Activity, Health and Wellness).
Please note that spaces in our health programmes are highly 
competitive, and successful completion of this programme does  
not guarantee entry.

Bachelor of nursing

Duration:  Three years 

Location:  Dunedin, Timaru

Fee (approx):  $20,750 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Become educated to the highest professional standards in nursing 
through a balance of theoretical study and practical clinical work.  
Upon successful completion of this programme, your name will be  
put forward for the Nursing Council of New Zealand registration 
examination.

Entry requirements
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet degree-level entry 

requirements. 
> You must have achieved the equivalent of Year 13 biology and/or 

chemistry, completed within the past five years.
> You must provide a First Aid Certificate and make a health 

declaration.
> You must provide three references showcasing a range of academic, 

work and community-related skills.
> You must declare any criminal convictions.
> If you are a Certificate in Health (Level 4) student, you must nominate 

a programme lecturer as an academic reference.
Note: An application pack will be sent to you.

English language requirements 
You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.5, with no band score less than 6.5.

Further study options

Expand your career prospects with postgraduate studies in Nursing. 

registration competence Assessment 
programme for overseas nurses

Duration:  8-12 weeks

Location:  Dunedin-based, with clinical placements in Dunedin  
 and the Otago region 

Fee (approx):  $7,500 

Start:  February, May, July and October, 2013

Ideal if you require a Competence Assessment Programme to obtain 
nursing registration in New Zealand. Become educated to the highest 
professional standards and learn curriculum content specific to nursing 
practice as part of a health-care team in the New Zealand system. 

Entry requirements
> You must provide the original written notification from the Nursing 

Council of the requirement to complete a Competence Assessment 
Programme before registration.

> You must have a recognised degree in Nursing.
> You must have at least two years’ experience as a registered nurse.
> You must be computer literate and preferably have access to a laptop.
> Refer to www.nursingcouncil.org.nz 

English language requirements
> You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 

overall band score (academic) of 7.0*, with no individual band score 
less than 7.0, OR

> Occupational English Test (OET) with a B band in each section.  
*Please note: scores higher than 7.0 are preferred and will facilitate achievement 
 in the programme.

Further study options
Advance your skills and increase your career prospects with 
postgraduate Nursing studies in New Zealand.  

Bachelor of midwifery

Duration:  Three years

Location:  Dunedin 

Fee (approx):  $26,520 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Attain a unique and internationally-recognised qualification which leads 
to registration as a midwife in New Zealand. You will receive a rigorous 
theoretical education and gain significant clinical practice experience in 
a variety of settings. 

Entry requirements
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet degree-level entry 

requirements. 
> You must have achieved the equivalent of Year 13 biology or 

chemistry (both would be an advantage).
> You must have achieved the equivalent of Year 11 mathematics. 
> You must submit 
 – your curriculum vitae
 – details of referees 
 – an essay demonstrating your commitment to midwifery and  

any relevant life experience.
> You must provide a current First Aid Certificate, health declaration 

and permission for a police check.
> You must have good computer skills. 
Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements
You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 7.0, with no less than 6.5 in writing 
and reading, and no less than 7.0 in speaking and listening.

Further study options
Develop advanced knowledge and practical skills through our 
postgraduate Midwifery programmes.  
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registration competence programme for 
overseas midwives

Duration:  Flexible

Location:  Dunedin and online

Fee (approx):  $1,610 (4 courses at $402.50 each)

Start:  Flexible 

The Midwifery Council of New Zealand requires midwives registering in 
New Zealand from overseas to undertake a registration competence 
programme. The Midwifery Council provides individual midwives with 
details of the requirements they need to meet and the time frame for 
completion of the programme. We offer four courses approved by the 
Midwifery Council as part of the registration competence programme.  

Entry requirements 
> You will be individually assessed for entry, as these courses are open 

to overseas midwives who are registered or seeking registration with 
the Midwifery Council of New Zealand.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 7.5, with no band score less than 7.0.

postgraduate midwifery programmes

The School of Midwifery offers a number of postgraduate 
programmes for Midwifery graduates and experienced 
practitioners wishing to complete higher-level qualifications. 
These are taught online to midwives in New Zealand and all 
around the world.

Postgraduate Certificate in Midwifery Practice  
(equivalent to six months, full-time)

Postgraduate Diploma in Midwifery  
(equivalent to one year, full-time)

Master of Midwifery  
(equivalent to two years, full-time)

Entry requirements
> You must be a registered midwife and hold a bachelor’s 

degree, OR equivalent. 

English language requirements for all postgraduate  
Midwifery programmes
> You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to  

an IELTS overall band score (academic) of 6.5, scoring at least  
6.0 in each band.  

Bachelor of occupational Therapy

Duration:  Three years

Location:  Dunedin, Hamilton

Fee (approx):  $20,750 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Prepare for a career in occupational therapy through theoretical study 
and fieldwork placements. This qualification will enable you to apply  
for registration as an occupational therapist in New Zealand and is 
recognised by the World Federation of Occupational Therapists.  

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet degree-level entry 

requirements.
> You must provide a First Aid Certificate and a health declaration.
> You must submit recommendations of suitability from two referees.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements 

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 7.0, with no band score less than 6.5. 

Further study options

Continue learning and developing your practical ability with our 
postgraduate Occupational Therapy programmes.

postgraduate diploma in occupational  
Therapy practice and 
master of occupational Therapy

Duration:  One year (Postgraduate Diploma) 
 Three years (Master’s)

Location:  Delivered online to occupational therapists in New Zealand 
 and around the world. Or, for people with English as a 
 second language, qualifications can be completed at 
 the Dunedin campus.

Fee (approx):  $22,880 (first year)

Start:  February and July, 2013

Gain an advanced level of knowledge in your chosen practice area. 
Become better equipped to apply for positions with a clinical, research,  
or managerial focus. 

Entry requirements 

To enter the programme at Level 8:
> You must hold a Diploma OR Bachelor of Occupational Therapy 

from a World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT) 
approved programme, OR equivalent.

> You must provide evidence of employment as an occupational therapist.
> You must provide evidence of commitment to further education and 

two confidential references attesting to your ability to manage 
postgraduate study.  

To enter the Master’s programme: 
> You must hold a Postgraduate Diploma in Occupational Therapy 

Practice (or equivalent), with a B grade average across your three 
best courses OR

> You have successfully completed a Bachelor of Occupational 
Therapy with Honours endorsed second class (or equivalent). 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an  
IELTS overall band score (academic) of 7.5, with no individual band 
score less than 7.0. 



19   Otago Polytechnic Te Kura Matatini ki Otago

Certificate in Human Services (Level 4)

Includes one of:
> Certificate in Mental Health Support Work (Level 4)
> National Certificate in Diversional Therapy (Level 4)
> National Certificate in Social Services (Level 4). 

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $19,710

Start:  February, 2013

Develop the skills, knowledge and values required to work in human 
services in New Zealand and overseas. Grounded in a social justice and 
human rights perspective, you can specialise in Diversional Therapy, 
Mental Health Support or Social Services. Gain academic and computer 
literacy skills and the confidence to continue on to further study. 

Entry requirements 
> You are interviewed to check your readiness to engage with the 

programme. 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you have an acceptable  

level of secondary school achievement. 
> You must disclose any criminal convictions.
> You must give permission for a police check before going on work 

placement.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 5.5, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.0 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Expand your employment potential with the Diploma in Social Services: 
Disability Support; Mental Health Support or the Bachelor of Social Services.  

diploma in Applied social services (level 6) 
(specialty) Disability Support; Mental Health Support

Duration:  Two years 

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $19,450 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Prepare to become a skilled and capable professional working in New 
Zealand’s social services. During year one, you will be introduced to 
various areas including career practice, counselling, disability support 
and mental health support. Choose a speciality in Disability Support or 
Mental Health Support in year two. 

Entry requirements
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet degree-level entry 

requirements. 
> You must submit references and a health declaration.
> You must declare any criminal convictions and give permission for a 

police check.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 7.0, with no band score less than 7.0.

Further study options

Acquire advanced skills and knowledge by studying the Bachelor of 
Social Services, with or without a major.

Bachelor of social services
Social Services; Career Practice; Counselling;  
Mental Health Support; Disability Support

Duration:  Three years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $19,710 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Attain the knowledge and skills required to become a competent  
social services professional in New Zealand. Gain a solid understanding 
of the field, through academic learning and work-based experience, 
before choosing to specialise in career practice, counselling, mental 
health support or disability support. 

Note: Those specialising in Mental Health Support and Disability 
Support have the option of an exit diploma at the end of the second 
year or to progress into the year three social services specialty. 

Entry requirements
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet degree-level entry 

requirements. 
> You must submit references and a health declaration.
> You must declare any criminal convictions and give permission for a 

police check.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements 

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.5, with no band score less than 6.5.

Graduate diploma in Tertiary education*

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx): To be advised

Start:  February, 2013*

*Subject to final approval

This programme enables you to gain a formal teaching qualification  
as an educator for adult learners within the tertiary environment.  
It does so by assisting you to create, deliver and assess quality learning 
opportunities for students. 

Entry requirements
> You must hold a recognised undergraduate qualification. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0 (with writing, speaking, reading 
and listening scores no less than 6.0).

Further study options

Progress into postgraduate tertiary learning and teaching studies,  
and advance your skills and employment potential.  
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Creative 
Careers
Creative Studies
Art
Design
Computing and  
Information Technology

Play your part in designing the future by creating 
the practical, beautiful and interesting things that 
make our environment unique. Organisations 
around the world are constantly seeking intelligent, 
qualified people who have a good understanding 
of technology, the ability to think ‘outside the 
box’, or can produce innovative, creative solutions. 

“Studying at Otago Polytechnic’s 
School of Design has influenced  
my overall outlook. I was always 
interested in sustainable design 
before but here it really is encouraged. 
That’s allowed me to explore  
different ways of incorporating  
green elements into my designs.”

heather Townsend from Canada is studying 
a Bachelor of Design (Interiors)

Preparing your application
To show appropriate ability and scholarship in art and design, 
you will be required to submit a portfolio and a letter of motivation. 

The portfolio should reflect your creative achievements, 
potential and commitment. We are looking for evidence that 
you can be original, versatile and enterprising, and that you are 
committed to study in your area. The portfolio:
> Should demonstrate a solid foundation in design/art/creative 

disciplines and support your application for your area of study. 
> May include photography, painting, graphic work, images of 

garments, 3D design, sketches and whatever you feel is 
visually informative about you and your abilities. 

> Must include two or three process works that demonstrate 
the development of an idea. 

Submission format
Choose a maximum of 10 works showing a variation of interest. 
The portfolio should be in a format appropriate to the work you 
are showing, i.e. digital (CD), a physical copy or a scanned 
document in an email.

your letter of motivation
Explain why you have chosen to apply for your selected 
programme. This letter should communicate your interest in the 
discipline and discuss what steps you have already taken to 
increase your chances of being accepted. Please include your 
career goals in this letter.

For more information
Visit www.op.ac.nz/art or www.op.ac.nz/design

Portfolios
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Certificate in Creative Studies

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $19,710

Start:  February, 2013

Gain a solid foundation in drawing and mixed media, creative process, 
digital design and choose from a range of Fashion, Product, Interiors 
and Communication Design, Visual Arts and Information Technology 
options. Use this programme to work out which creative career you 
wish to pursue or to develop a portfolio for application to a degree. 

Entry requirements
> You are individually assessed to ensure you have an acceptable  

level of secondary school achievement. 
> You must submit a portfolio of work and a curriculum vitae to be 

considered as part of a selection process.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Take your creativity to the next level with one of our degree 
programmes in Design, Art or Information Technology.

diploma in ceramic Arts (levels 6 and 7) 

Duration:  Two years

Location:  Dunedin 

Fee (approx):  $20,750 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Undertake a wide range of studio practice in New Zealand’s only 
specialised tertiary programme in ceramics. Gain a comprehensive 
knowledge of glaze and kiln handling in order to create an array of 
forms and imagery for both functional ware and concept-based 
experimental work. 

Entry requirements
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level 

entrance requirements.
> You must submit a portfolio and undertake an interview.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 5.5, with no band score less than 5.0. 

Further study options

Advance your skills with our Bachelor of Visual Arts, Graduate Diploma 
in Visual Arts, Postgraduate Diploma in Visual Arts, Master of Visual 
Arts or Master of Fine Arts.

Bachelor of Visual Arts

Duration:  Three years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $20,750 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Develop the technical, academic and personal ability required to 
become an independent art practitioner. Gain skills that are valuable  
in a variety of industries including education, design, marketing and 
management. Select from a range of subjects initially and then 
specialise. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet degree-level entry 

requirements.
> You must have achieved the equivalent of Year 13. 
> You must submit a portfolio.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 6.0.

Further study options

Advance your artistic talent with the Postgraduate Diploma in Visual 
Arts, Master of Visual Arts or Master of Fine Arts.

Bachelor of Visual Arts (honours)

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $22,880

Start:  February, 2013

Undertake this research-based qualification to further develop your 
undergraduate knowledge. Ideal if you wish to pursue further study,  
the programme culminates in an exhibition and associated writings 
demonstrating your intellectual rigour and professional expertise.  
Better understanding and advanced learning will present you with 
higher-level employment prospects in the arts and creative sectors.

Entry requirements
> You must hold a Bachelor of Visual Arts (Level 7) OR any equivalent 

qualification at a bachelor’s level or above, with a B (70%) or higher 
pass in all areas of study undertaken in the final year.

> Normally, commencement of Honours study must occur within five 
years of the successful completion of your degree. Exceptions will 
require the approval of the postgraduate coordinator.

> You must submit a portfolio and undertake an interview. 

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.5, with no band score less than 6.0.

Further study options

Enhance your employment prospects with the Master of Visual Arts or 
Master of Fine Arts. 
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Graduate diploma in Visual Arts

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $20,750

Start:  February and July, 2013

With your prior learning and experience, undertake this intensive, 
personalised programme to further develop your artistic talent.  
A team of advisors will help you determine a pathway of study suited  
to your goals and requirements. Develop skills which are highly valued 
in a variety of industries including education, design, management  
and marketing. 

Entry requirements 
> You must demonstrate practical, professional or educational 

experience equivalent to a bachelor’s degree.
> You must submit a portfolio and undertake an interview.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 6.0.

Further study options

Continue your study and expand your employment potential with our 
Master of Fine Arts programme. 

postgraduate certificate in Visual Arts

Duration:  Six months

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $11,440

Start:  February and July, 2013

This programme is ideal if you left structured learning some time ago 
and now wish to make a start in postgraduate research. With guidance 
and support, you will develop a body of critically-engaged studio work 
and write a set essay on an aspect of related research methodologies. 

Entry requirements 
> You must hold a recognised bachelor’s degree in visual arts or a 

related discipline OR any other undergraduate degree in a relevant 
discipline.

> Exceptional applicants not meeting the entry requirements but with 
appropriate documented professional experience may also be 
considered.

> You must submit a research proposal and portfolio and undertake  
an interview.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.5, with no band score less than 6.0.

Further study options

Advance your study with the Postgraduate Diploma in Visual Arts*,  
Master of Visual Arts or Master of Fine Arts. 

*You may transfer to the second semester of this qualification upon the 
 successful completion of this programme. 

postgraduate diploma in Visual Arts

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $22,880

Start:  February, 2013

Embark on this guided research programme to further develop your 
undergraduate skills, knowledge and experience in your chosen field.  
In a structured learning environment, create a systematic and 
professionally exhibited body of work supported by a written text  
which demonstrates contemporary relevance. 

Entry requirements
> You must hold a recognised bachelor’s degree in visual arts or a 

related discipline OR any other undergraduate degree in a relevant 
discipline.

> Exceptional applicants not meeting the entry requirements but with 
appropriate documented professional experience may also be 
considered.

> You must submit a research proposal and portfolio and undertake  
an interview.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.5, with no band score less than 6.0.

Further study options

Expand your employment potential with our Master of Visual Arts.

master of Visual Arts

Duration:  Two years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $22,880 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Develop and display mastery of the professional, technical and 
conceptual skills relevant to your chosen field through an original 
exhibition and associated writing. Gain a deeper understanding 
through practical and theory-based research to provide you with  
higher employment opportunities in the arts sector. 

Entry requirements 
> You must hold a recognised bachelor’s degree in visual arts 

(honours) OR an equivalent postgraduate qualification in a  
related area. 

> You must submit a portfolio and undertake an interview.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.5, with no band score less than 6.0.

Further study options

A transfer to the first year of the Master of Fine Arts programme may 
be possible after the completion of the first semester review. 
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master of Fine Arts

Duration:  Two years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $22,880 (first year)

Start:  March and September, 2013

Progress further as an arts practitioner or expand your employment 
potential with this applied, in-depth research degree. Benchmarked 
against national and international standards, this programme is shaped 
by your proposal and culminates in a public exhibition and dissertation 
reflecting your knowledge and competence. Acquire the necessary 
qualification for a career in tertiary teaching, writing or critiquing, 
museum or gallery curatorship, or creative work in art studios. 

Entry requirements 
> You must hold a recognised bachelor’s degree in fine arts or visual 

arts (honours) OR an equivalent postgraduate qualification in a 
related area OR an equivalent four-year undergraduate degree with 
at least a B grade average.  

> Three-year undergraduate degrees may be considered.
> You must submit a research proposal and portfolio and undertake 

and interview.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.5, with no band score less than 6.0.

Further study options

Enhance your career prospects with doctorate-level studies here or abroad. 

Certificate in Fashion Studies (Level 4)

Duration:  One semester

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $9,880

Start:  February and July, 2013

Gain the design and technical skills, knowledge and industry 
awareness to study for the Bachelor of Design (Fashion). This 
Certificate may also help you gain employment as a trainee machinist 
or production assistant in the fashion industry. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you have obtained an 

acceptable level of secondary school achievement. 
> You must submit a curriculum vitae.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Advance your learning with our Bachelor of Design (Fashion) 
programme. 

Bachelor of design (Fashion)

Duration:  Three years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $20,750 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Enjoy a balanced curriculum of taught content and studio-based 
project work that encourages innovative design and production. 
Develop an awareness of current industry practice, extend your market 
knowledge and explore enterprise opportunities through this creative 
and stimulating programme. We are the only New Zealand member of 
the International Foundation of Fashion Technology Institutes, leading 
to strong international fashion connections. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet degree-level  

entry requirements.
> You must submit a portfolio.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Increase your career prospects with graduate or postgraduate 
qualifications in Design or Art, or graduate teacher-training programmes. 

Bachelor of design (product)

Duration:  Three years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $20,750 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Learn about a human-centred, sustainable approach to the design  
of products, services and systems for commercial, industrial and 
community use with this hands-on programme. A mix of taught 
content and studio-based practical work culminates in the chance to 
complete projects addressing real design needs and opportunities. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet degree-level entry 

requirements.
> You must submit a portfolio.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Expand your employment potential with further graduate or 
postgraduate qualifications in Design or Art, or with a graduate 
teacher-training programme. 
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Bachelor of design (communication)

Duration:  Three years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $20,750 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Explore how to present information effectively and creatively while 
developing sound knowledge and practical experience of the design 
process. Study a wide range of media and processes such as image 
making, web design, packaging design, animation, short-film making, 
branding and advertising. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet degree-level  

entry requirements.
> You must submit a portfolio.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Embrace further learning with our graduate or postgraduate 
programmes in Design, Art or Information Technology. 

Bachelor of design (Interiors)

Duration:  Three years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $20,750 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Plan and create public and private interiors with this leading, 
professional degree programme. Consider the spatial, physical, 
functional, social, psychological and aesthetic requirements of the 
design process and develop specialist skills in the key aspects of 
interior design and redesign. Benefit from a practical, real-life  
approach to this field of design. You will have the chance to prepare  
for employment while developing industry contacts through a  
work placement.

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet degree-level  

entry requirements.
> You must submit a portfolio.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Build upon your existing abilities with our postgraduate programmes  
in Design and Art.  

Graduate diploma in design (specialty)

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $20,750 

Start:  February, 2013

Achieve an applied qualification to complement your degree in a 
specialist area of design, and gain industry relevant experience through 
practical projects to increase your employment potential. Suitable also 
if you are a professional designer or practitioner wishing to develop 
applied skills and studio project experience to build upon your existing 
knowledge and practice. 

Entry requirements 
> You must have a recognised bachelor’s degree in a design- or 

art-related field OR equivalent practical, professional or scholarly 
experience. 

> You must submit a portfolio.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 6.0.  

Further study options

Acquire further skills and broaden your career options through  
our postgraduate programmes in Design and Art, or our graduate  
teaching programmes. 

master of design enterprise

Duration:  Two years

Location:  Dunedin 

Fee (approx):  $22,880 (first year) 

Start:  February, 2013

Creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship are essential elements  
of this unique, industry-leading programme. Involving scholarship  
and applied research, you will develop the ability to provide design  
and design-led strategy expertise within an organisation or enterprise.  
This multidisciplinary programme involves significant periods of 
industry-based learning, and a major research project.  

Entry requirements 
> You must have a recognised bachelor’s degree in a design- or 

art-related field OR equivalent practical, professional or scholarly 
experience. 

> You must also have industry-related experience, working in business, 
production or design-related work.

> You must include a portfolio of words and images that show your 
design ability, interests and aspirations. 

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 6.0. 
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Certificate in Information Technology (Level 4)

Duration:  One semester

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $9,880

Start:  February and July, 2013

Gain an introduction to aspects of computing and software, specifically 
designed to provide the foundation you need to enter the Bachelor of 
Information Technology or other IT programmes. Learn useful skills in 
business communication and programming, in addition to technical 
topics, and explore your career options in this diverse field. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you have an acceptable level 

of secondary school achievement.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 5.5, with no less than 6.0 in writing, 
and no less than 5.0 in all other bands.

Further study options

Expand your knowledge and employment potential with the Bachelor 
of Information Technology. 

Bachelor of Information Technology

Duration:  Three years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $20,280 (first year)

Start:  February and July, 2013

Discover the power of computing technology and how it can help to 
develop real-life solutions and innovations with this hands-on qualification. 
Acquire a variety of high-level technical abilities and a solid theoretical 
understanding of information technology concepts while exercising 
your creativity and problem-solving skills. Focus on the professional 
skills you will need to work effectively in this field and gain practical 
experience by participating in a significant industry-based project. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet degree-level entry 

requirements.
> You must have achieved the equivalent of Year 11 mathematics. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 6.0.

Further study options

Advance your skills and build upon your practical experience with 
postgraduate study in Information Technology. 

Graduate Certificate in Information Technology 
(level 7)

Duration:  One semester

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $10,140

Start:  February and July, 2013

Take the opportunity to develop your computing skills with this flexible 
programme that can be tailored to meet your specific requirements. 
Increase your knowledge in specialist areas such as interactive media, 
hardware, programming, databases, communications, business or 
networks/operating systems. 

Entry requirements 
> You must have a recognised bachelor’s degree in computing or a 

related discipline.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 6.0.

Further study options

Continue your learning and enhance your employment potential with 
our Graduate Diploma in Information Technology. 

Graduate diploma in Information Technology

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $20,280

Start:  February and July, 2013

Ideal if you are a degree-level graduate wanting to intensively develop 
your computing skills in a New Zealand context to enhance your 
employment potential. Increase your knowledge in your own domain  
of study or develop abilities in a new but contemporary area of 
Information Technology such as interactive media, programming or 
business networks/operating systems.

Entry requirements 
> You must have a recognised bachelor’s degree in computing or a 

related discipline OR an equivalent qualification supported by 
practical, professional or scholarly experience.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 6.0.

Further study options

Increase your career prospects with master’s-level study options here 
or abroad.  
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Hospitality 
Careers
Cookery
Culinary Arts
Food and Beverage Service
Hospitality Management

Hospitality is the largest industry in the world. 
Advance your study in the culinary arts, develop 
a broad range of general hospitality skills or 
acquire specialist management expertise.  
New Zealand’s food, wine, accommodation  
and customer service are first class, and our 
industry-relevant training will prepare you for a 
great future.  

“The programme has opened up a 
whole new world to me. I have 
learned so much and I’ve made 
many friends. I’ve also met people 
who will be helpful to my career in 
the future.”

emma yang (centre) from China is studying 
the Bachelor of Culinary Arts
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Certificate in Cookery (Level 3)

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin or Central Otago

Fee (approx):  $19,240

Start:  February, 2013

Learn the basic practical and theoretical skills you need to work safely 
in a commercial kitchen. You will prepare, cook and finish a range of 
dishes, and gain valuable work experience with local business and in 
our training restaurant. Take the opportunity to sit the City & Guilds 
Certificate in Food Preparation and Cookery (additional charge applies).   

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you have an acceptable  

level of secondary school achievement.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Advance your cookery skills with the Bachelor of Culinary Arts.

Certificate in Professional Restaurant,  
Bar and wine (level 4)

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $19,240

Start:  February, 2013

Gain a variety of general hospitality skills as well as industry-related 
knowledge in areas such as law, café, restaurant and bar service, 
cookery and communication. You will benefit from a work placement 
with a local business and gain practical experience by working in our 
training restaurant. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you have an acceptable  

level of secondary school achievement. 
> We prefer that you have previous experience in tourism or hospitality. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Increase your career prospects by studying the National Diploma in 
Hospitality Management (Level 5).

national diploma in hospitality management 
(level 5)

Duration:  Two years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $19,240 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Prepare for a career in the world’s largest industry. Develop your 
practical and management skills in the areas of food and beverage 
service, accommodation services and food production, and study a 
range of subjects including café, restaurant and bar service, cookery, 
business communication and marketing principles. Gain valuable 
practical experience within our hospitality training facilities.    

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level  

entry requirements. 
> You must be at least 18 years old by the start of your second year  

to comply with Sale of Liquor Act 1989 requirements. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Advance your management skills with our Bachelor of Applied 
Management (see Business careers).

Diploma in Professional Cookery (Level 5)

Includes:
> National Certificate in Hospitality (Cookery) (Level 4).

Duration:  One year

Location:  Central Otago

Fee (approx):  $19,240 (first year)

Start:  February and July, 2013

Focus on advanced cookery skills and learn sound kitchen 
management and administration processes. Develop your skills in 
menu design with an emphasis on using fresh, local produce, and 
prepare and serve your food in real-life situations. Gain industry 
knowledge with field trips to specialised food production organisations. 
You will also have the opportunity to sit the City & Guilds International 
Diploma in Food Preparation and Cooking (Culinary Arts). 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet entry requirements 

for this programme. 
> You must have achieved the Certificate in Cookery (Level 3) or an 

equivalent qualification.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 6.0.

Further study options

Progress into higher-level learning and expand your employment 
potential with the Bachelor of Culinary Arts. 

Note: We also offer an 18 month programme that includes the 
Certificate in Cookery (Level 3). Please contact us for more information.



28   Otago Polytechnic Te Kura Matatini ki Otago

Bachelor of culinary Arts

Duration: Three years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $20,750 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Make your mark on the culinary world with this world-leading 
qualification. It offers advanced, applied study in the culinary arts and 
food production. You will gain valuable practical experience in our 
training restaurant, and focus on one of five career specialties: 
Restaurant/Hotel Chef, Artisan Producer, Management, Media and 
Technology or Tertiary Teacher. 

Entry requirements 

> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet degree-level entry 
requirements.

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an  
IELTS overall band score (academic) 6.0, with no band score less  
than 6.0 in writing and speaking, and 5.5 in reading and listening.



29   Otago Polytechnic Te Kura Matatini ki Otago

Business 
Careers
Business Administration  
and Management
Accounting
Human Resource Management
Travel and Tourism
Sustainable Practice

Every organisation in the world needs smart, 
innovative people with great business skills. 
Opportunities for business graduates are 
extremely varied, and with hard work and 
motivation, you may eventually work your  
way up to senior management positions or 
operate your own business. Our programmes 
will improve your employment potential, in  
New Zealand and around the world.

“New Zealand has a variety of places 
that are unique in their landscape 
and simply breathtaking. Finding a 
completely empty beach for yourself 
is not a hard thing to do.”
nathalie Piwowarski (right) from Germany is  
studying a Bachelor of Applied Management 
(Tourism Management)
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National Certificate in Business Administration 
(level 4)

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin 

Fee (approx):  $17,080

Start:  February and July, 2013 

Develop a range of administrative, communication, computing and 
office skills which are transferable to a wide variety of business careers. 
During the second semester, you will focus on an area of business 
administration and undertake a work placement.  

Entry requirements 
> You will be individually assessed to ensure you have an acceptable 

level of secondary school achievement.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 5.5, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and no less than 5.0 in all other bands.

Further study options

Take your business skills to the next level with the Diploma in Business, 
Diploma in Accounting, Diploma in Marketing, New Zealand Diploma in 
Business or the Bachelor of Applied Management.

diploma in Accounting (level 5)

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $16,900

Start:  February, 2013

Those with accountancy skills are in constant demand for their ability  
to plan and record the financial performance of every kind of 
commercial venture. This qualification enables you to develop a  
sound understanding of this business discipline, and prepares you  
for preliminary accounting roles.  

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level  

entry requirements. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Broaden your career prospects with our New Zealand Diploma in 
Business or Bachelor of Applied Management. 

Diploma in Marketing (Level 5)

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $16,900

Start:  February, 2013

Discover the fundamentals of effective marketing and play a role in 
ensuring the success and longevity of any business. Acquire a sound 
knowledge of theory and application through core subjects such as 
organisation and management, business communication and buyer 
behaviour. Become a valued employee for entry-level marketing 
positions or prepare for higher levels of learning. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level  

entry requirements. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Acquire advanced business skills and expand your employment 
potential with the New Zealand Diploma in Business or the Bachelor  
of Applied Management. 

diploma in human resource management  
(level 6)

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $16,900

Start:  February, 2013

Develop the operational skills required to work effectively in a human 
resources role and test your practical abilities in a business 
environment. Study organisation and management, leadership and 
employment relations. This applied programme is also a good 
professional development option if you already have experience in  
the industry.   

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level  

entry requirements. 
> You must have at least two years of full-time (or equivalent) work 

experience in any field.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 5.5.

Further study options

Acquire advanced business skills and expand your employment 
potential with the New Zealand Diploma in Business or the Bachelor  
of Applied Management. 
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new Zealand diploma in Business

Duration:  Two years 

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $16,900 (first year)

Start:  February and July, 2013

Gain the technical and practical expertise to obtain employment as  
an entry-level manager. Study core business topics and then select  
a specialty area from options including accounting, marketing, human 
resource management and general management. Achievement  
of specified papers can lead to qualifications endorsed by the  
New Zealand Institute of Chartered Accountants or the New Zealand 
Institute of Management.  

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level  

entry requirements. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 6.0 
in writing and speaking, and 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Advance your management skills and enhance your career prospects 
with the Bachelor of Applied Management. 

diploma in Applied Travel and Tourism  
(level 5)

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $16,900 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Build on your existing practical skills and gain a greater understanding 
of New Zealand’s place in the global arena of tourism. Experience  
a taste of the real-life challenges and excitement of working in this 
industry through this hands-on programme that provides the 
opportunity to complete a research project in a tourism organisation  
of your choice.  

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level  

entry requirements.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 5.5.

Further study options

Increase your career prospects with the Bachelor of Applied 
Management (Tourism Management). 

Certificate in Sustainable Practice (Level 5)

Duration:  One semester (full-time)

Location:  Online with optional block courses held in  
 Wanaka/Queenstown and Raglan/Auckland 

Fee (approx):  To be advised

Start:  February and July, 2013 

Ideal if you want to implement sustainable practices in your business, 
workplace or community, or add a sustainable emphasis to other 
tertiary study programmes you are completing.

Entry requirements
> Open entry.
> You must have access to the internet.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an overall 
band score (academic) of 6.0 IELTS, scoring at least 6.0 on each band.

Graduate Diploma in Sustainable Practice

Duration:  One year (full-time) 

Location: Online with block courses held in  
 Wanaka/Queenstown and Raglan/Auckland

Fee (approx):  $16,900

Start:  February, 2013 

Gain the grounding to implement sustainable practice leadership in 
communities and workplaces. Examine the social, economic, political 
and environmental implications that underpin sustainability by 
undertaking both theory and project-based learning. 

Entry requirements
> A bachelor’s degree OR equivalent skills/experience.
> You must have access to the internet.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an overall 
band score (academic) of 6.0 IELTS, scoring at least 6.0 on each band.
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Business majors* 
Bachelor of Applied Management: 
> Innovation and Entrepreneurship
> Strategic Management
> Human Resource Management
> Tourism Management
> Sales and Marketing
> Event Management
> Business Transformation and Change

*Majors are not offered in Auckland, however you can focus on an  
area of specialist interest during your internship in your final three 
months of study.

In Dunedin, it is possible that not all majors will be offered in 2013.  
Please contact us for further information.

Graduate Diploma:
> Innovation and Entrepreneurship
> Strategic Management
> Human Resource Management
> Tourism Management
> Sales and Marketing
> Event Management
> Business Transformation and Change

Graduate diplomas  
Applied Management majors

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin or Auckland*

Fee (approx):  $16,900

Start:  February and July**, 2013 (Dunedin);  
 To be advised (Auckland)

* The Majors to be offered in Auckland in 2013 were not confirmed at the 
  time of printing, visit www.op.ac.nz/auckland for up-to-date details.

**If you wish to start in July in Dunedin, you will not have the opportunity to 
  specialise during this programme. You will instead be able to undertake a 
  generic Graduate Diploma in Applied Management.

Business skills are needed in almost every career, making this 
programme ideal for those wishing to build on their existing 
qualifications. Drawing on real-life industry experiences, you will 
complete an intensive programme of study in a specific area of 
business management. Develop a sound understanding of the 
dynamic environment in which managers operate, and discover  
how to apply that knowledge at organisational and strategic levels  
in a range of industries. 

Entry requirements
> You are individually assessed and must hold a recognised bachelor’s 

degree in any discipline. 
> You may not enrol in an area of specialty already studied at 

undergraduate level.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 6.0.

Further study options

Progress into higher levels of learning and enhance your employment 
potential with postgraduate study in Management. 

Bachelor of Applied management (major)*

Duration:  Three years; Fast-track options available in Auckland

Location:  Dunedin or Auckland

Fee (approx):  Three year option $16,900 (first year) 
 Fast-track option $50,700 total, or two payments of $25,350

Start:  February and July, 2013 (Dunedin);  
 Five start dates throughout the year (Auckland)

*Majors are not offered at our Auckland International Campus 

Gain a degree based in the real world of business. This programme 
has industry experiences at its centre, incorporating case studies, 
workplace assignments and a major internship and industry research 
project. You will develop the understanding and skills to work in a range 
of management environments at operational and strategic levels.  
In Dunedin, you may specialise in up to two majors from the second 
year or develop your own coherent path of study. 

You can choose to complete your degree over three years, or  
fast-track in Auckland, and complete it in two years and three months. 
The internship can be completed in New Zealand or anywhere in  
the world.

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet degree-level  

entry requirements. 

English language requirements
> You must have English language skills equivalent to an IELTS overall 

band score (academic) of 6.0 (with no less than 6.0 for writing). 
> Successful completion of our Certificate in Foundation Studies 

(ESOL) (Level 4) programme is an acceptable equivalent. 
> Students who have achieved a high level of English in academic 

results may apply for an English language proficiency (or IELTS) 
exemption.

Further study options

Acquire advanced business management skills and knowledge through 
postgraduate study in Management here and abroad.
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Trades and 
Technical
Careers
Stonemasonry
Construction Management
Quantity Surveying
Mechanical Engineering
Civil Engineering
Electrical Technology
Architectural Draughting
There is a shortage of qualified people in  
New Zealand and internationally in many of  
these areas. With the skills and experience  
gained during one of our practical programmes 
you will have an excellent career advantage. 

“I have loved to fix and repair  
things since my childhood –  
and I love it still!” 
ramnath Goli from India is in his  
third year of a Bachelor of Engineering  
Technology (Mechanical) 
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Certificate in Stonemasonry (Level 4)

Duration:  One year

Location:  Central Otago 

Fee (approx):  $19,240

Start:  February, 2013

Stonemasons play a key role in creating and maintaining historic, 
character and architectural buildings and structures. This is New 
Zealand’s only full-time stonemasonry programme, and enables you  
to develop the wide range of specialist skills required of this discipline. 
Undertake extensive practical training and work experience to  
develop the ability to work independently. 

Entry requirements
> You are individually assessed to ensure you have an acceptable  

level of secondary school achievement. 
> You must be physically fit to cope with lifting and the use of manual 

equipment. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 5.5, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and no less than 5.0 in all other bands.

national diploma in construction management 
(level 6)

Duration:  Two years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $19,710 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

This programme is ideal if you are already in the industry and keen to 
move into a management or supervisory role, but also suitable if you 
have no construction experience. Develop good technical knowledge 
of construction, construction management, site management, 
measuring, estimation and communication skills, by working through 
problems taken from real-life scenarios.  

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level  

entry requirements.
> The equivalent of Year 12 mathematics, physics and chemistry 

would be an advantage.
> You must be familiar with using computers.
> You should have an understanding of the industry (visiting a 

construction company or quantity surveying practice is 
recommended).

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Build upon your existing skills with Construction Management degree 
programmes at tertiary institutions, both here and abroad.

national diploma in Quantity surveying (level 6)

Duration:  Two years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $19,710 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Acquire the knowledge and techniques required of a technician 
quantity surveyor in professional consultancies and construction 
companies with this internationally-recognised qualification.  
Become skilled in the research and pricing of construction, and  
assist with preliminary estimation/feasibility studies and the financial 
administration of construction projects. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level  

entry requirements.
> The equivalent of Year 12 mathematics, physics and chemistry 

would be an advantage. 
> You must be familiar with using computers.
> You should have an understanding of the industry (visiting a 

construction company or quantity surveying practice is 
recommended).

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Expand your employment potential with advanced Quantity Surveying 
degree programmes at tertiary institutions, both here and abroad. 

new Zealand diploma in engineering 
specialties: Mechanical, Electrical or  
Civil Engineering

Duration:  Two years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $19,710 (first year) 

Start:  February and July, 2013

Become a skilled engineering technician in the civil and mechanical 
industries. Develop a sound knowledge, understanding and real-world 
appreciation of civil and mechanical engineering processes and theory, 
and the ability to apply your learning in a practical and innovative way.

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level  

entry requirements. 
> You must have achieved the equivalent of Year 12 mathematics. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 5.5.

Further study options

Advance your skills and career prospects with our Bachelor  
of Engineering Technology programme, specialising in civil or  
mechanical engineering. 
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Bachelor of engineering Technology  
specialties: Electrical Engineering*;  
Mechanical Engineering, Civil Engineering

Duration:  Three years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $19,710 (first year)

Start:  February and July 2013

*The Electrical Engineering major is subject to final approval.

note: This programme is a collaboration by New Zealand Metro Polytechnics 
and has provisional accreditation towards the Sydney Accord of the 
International Engineering Alliance from the Institution of Professional 
Engineers (NZ), which ensures it meets international standards. 

Answer the global demand for engineers with this internationally-
recognised qualification. Combine engineering theory with the  
applied and practical components required in a wide range of 
industries. Focus on skills in management, economics, 
communications, problem-solving and critical thinking while 
developing a deep understanding of the principles and practical 
application of modern technology in your area of specialisation.  

Entry requirements 
> You will be individually assessed to ensure you meet degree-level 

entry requirements.
> You must have completed the equivalent of Year 13 physics and 

mathematics (algebra and/or calculus). 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Increase your employment potential with postgraduate studies in 
Engineering, available here and abroad. 

certificate in electrical Technology (level 4)

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $19,710

Start:  February, 2013

Prepare to be a trainee electrician with this applied programme, 
supported by the Engineering Industry Training Organisations.  
You will still need to complete a recognised apprenticeship before 
applying for registration, but the advanced knowledge and practical 
training you gain will greatly enhance your employment prospects. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level  

entry requirements. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 5.5, with no less than 6.0 in writing, 
and no less than 5.0 in all other bands.

Further study options

This Certificate provides a stepping stone to diploma-level study in 
Electrical Engineering. 

diploma in Architectural draughting (level 6)

Duration:  Three years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $19,710 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

note: You will complete the National Diploma in Architectural Technology 
(Level 6) as part of this programme.

Develop the skills required of an architectural technician with this 
internationally-recognised qualification. Discover how to provide 
assistance in the process of producing design, presentation and 
contract drawings, seek client approval, obtain building consents,  
and enable the construction process to progress with ease. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level  

entry requirements. 
> You must have achieved the equivalent of Year 12 mathematics, 

physics and chemistry. 
> You must be familiar with using computers.
> You should have an understanding of the industry (visiting an 

architectural practice is recommended).

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Progress to higher levels of learning with degree programmes at the 
University of Auckland, Victoria University or UNITEC Institute of 
Technology. This Diploma can reduce the length of these degrees by 
up to 18 months.
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Sport and 
Adventure
Careers
Sport
Physical Activity,  
Health and Wellness
Adventure
Snowsports

Pursue an action-packed career and lifestyle!  
In Central Otago, we are located near prime 
adventure and snowsport locations. And in 
Dunedin, we are home to a specialist facility,  
the Otago Institute of Sport and Adventure. 

“I absolutely love it so far and  
can’t say a single bad word about 
it. It doesn’t feel as though I’m 
actually studying, I’m just having 
loads of fun!”
david moseley from the U.K. is studying a 
Diploma in Outdoor Leadership and Management 
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Bachelor of Applied science  
(Physical Activity, Health and Wellness)

Duration:  Three years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $18,000 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Be part of a health workforce and help people lead healthier lifestyles. 
This programme prepares you for a career in the health and wellness or 
physical activity industries. Develop the knowledge, critical thinking and 
reflective practice required through a mix of hands-on teaching, 
theoretical learning and an industry-based research project. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet degree-level  

entry requirements. 
> You must have achieved the equivalent of Year 13 biology, human 

biology or physical education (alternative sciences may be 
considered). 

> You must declare any criminal convictions and give permission for a 
police check.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 6.0.

Further study options

You can continue into postgraduate studies at other tertiary institutions 
here and abroad.  

diploma in Applied sport and exercise 
leadership (level 5) (personal Training  
and exercise prescription) 

Duration:  Two years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $18,000 (first year)

Start:  February and July, 2013

Prepare for a rewarding career in the health and fitness industry by 
gaining a solid understanding of the physical, mental, cultural and 
emotional components of healthy living. Develop the theoretical 
knowledge and practise the skills to enable you to find employment  
as a gym instructor, personal trainer or within other areas of exercise 
prescription.   

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level  

entry requirements. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening. 

Further study options

Expand your employment potential with our Bachelor of Applied 
Science (Physical Activity, Health and Wellness). Other opportunities 
exist within the University of Otago’s Bachelor of Education and 
Bachelor of Physical Education programmes. 

diploma in Applied sport and exercise 
leadership (level 5) (sport management  
and coaching)

Duration:  Two years

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $18,000 (first year)

Start:  February and July, 2013

Gain the practical expertise and theoretical knowledge required for 
management, marketing, administrative or coaching roles in the 
sporting industry. You will benefit from our extensive networks and  
your study will be enhanced through practical work placements.  
Enjoy using the latest in sports coaching technology and experience 
event and facility management. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level  

entry requirements. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Expand your employment potential with our Bachelor of Applied 
Science (Physical Activity, Health and Wellness). Other opportunities 
exist within the University of Otago’s Bachelor of Education and 
Bachelor of Physical Education programmes. 

diploma in outdoor leadership and  
management (level 5)

Duration:  Two years

Location:  Dunedin 

Fee (approx):  $18,000 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Strengthen and develop skills in the technical, professional, 
instructional and leadership aspects of a variety of outdoor pursuits.  
A strong focus on practical learning, self-evaluation, goal setting and 
industry experience will enhance your ability to gain employment in a 
range of guiding/instructing positions in the outdoors, both nationally 
and internationally. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level 

entrance requirements.
> You must submit a logbook showing at least 30 hours of relevant 

outdoor recreation experience. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no band score less than 6.0.

Further study options

Continue your learning with our Bachelor of Applied Science  
(Physical Activity, Health and Wellness). Alternatively, enter the  
outdoor adventure industry workforce or undertake further study  
or training here or abroad. 
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Certificate in Snowsport Instructing  
(Ski) or (Snowboard)

Duration:  18 weeks

Location:  Cardrona Alpine Resort, Wanaka

Fee (approx):  $19,710

Start:  June, 2013

Share your passion for skiing or snowboarding with others and gain  
an internationally-recognised qualification in the process. Develop the 
skills and knowledge required of snowsports instructors through this 
practical programme where you will shadow the lessons of working 
instructors before taking sole charge. The NZSIA/SBINZ Levels 1 and 2 
Ski/Snowboard Instructor qualifications and the Children’s Teaching 
Certificate may be completed within this programme.  

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you have obtained an 

acceptable level of secondary school achievement. 
> You must be a reasonably confident skier/rider on a variety of terrain 

and snow conditions. 
> You must submit a detailed logbook detailing your riding experience 

over at least a two year period. 

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 5.5, with no band score less than 5.0 
in writing, and 5.5 in all other bands.

Further study options

Certificate in Avalanche Safety and Snowsport Instructing (Ski) or 
(Snowboard), NZSIA Ski Instructor, Coach, Examiner and Trainer   
Stage 2, NZSIA/SBINZ Ski/Snowboard Instructor, Coach, Examiner 
and Trainer Stage 2 or the ISIA Instructor programmes. 

diploma in Avalanche studies

Duration:  Varies

Location:  Distance, with block courses in Central Otago

Fee (approx):  $19,000

Start:  Varies

Develop your knowledge and skills in avalanche safety so you can  
plan and manage avalanche safety programmes for ski-fields, guiding 
or roading operations and tourism ventures – or instruct in these  
areas. Prepare for employment as a Snow Safety Manager or 
instructor, ensuring the safety of people and assets in alpine areas.  
This qualification incorporates the NZMSC Avalanche Safety 2 award 
which is a prerequisite for most industry management roles.  

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet diploma-level  

entry requirements.
> NZMSC Avalanche Safety – Stage 1. 
> You must have access to the internet.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in all other bands.

Certificate in Avalanche Safety and Snowsport 
Instructing (Ski) or (Snowboard)

Duration:  20 weeks

Location:  Cardrona Alpine Resort, Wanaka

Fee (approx):  $19,710

Start:  May, 2013

Answer the call for qualified snowsport instructors with this 
internationally-recognised qualification. Focus on understanding 
mountain snow and weather conditions, managing risk and handling 
emergency situations. The NZMSC Avalanche Stage 1 award,  
NZSIA/SBINZ Levels 1 and 2 qualifications and the Children’s  
Teaching Certificate may be completed within this programme.   

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you have obtained an 

acceptable level of secondary school achievement. 
> You must be a reasonably confident skier/rider on a variety of terrain 

and snow conditions. 
> You must submit a detailed logbook detailing your riding experience 

over at least a two-year period. 

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an  
IELTS overall band score (academic) of 5.5, with no band scores  
less than 5.0.

Further study options

Diploma in Avalanche Studies, the NZMSC Avalanche Safety Stage 2, 
the NZSIA/SBINZ Ski/Snowboard Instructor, Coach, Examiner and 
Trainer Stage 2, and the ISIA Instructor programme. 
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Life 
Sciences
Careers
Sports Turf Management
Horticulture
Viticulture
Veterinary Nursing

Plants and animals play an important role in  
New Zealand’s economy and industry. We have 
a strong commitment to developing high-quality, 
sustainable practices. Prepare for employment 
with our practical, industry-focused programmes 
and benefit from our extensive horticultural and 
veterinary nursing facilities.

“I’ve found it to be fantastic – really 
exciting and engaging. I already 
know a lot about gardening and  
yet I’m still learning new things 
every day.”
shaun shale from the U.K. is studying the  
National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4)
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National Certificate in Sports Turf  
management (level 4)

Duration:  Two years

Location:  Central Otago

Fee (approx):  $19,760 (first year)

Start:  February, 2013

Undertake a balance of theoretical and practical studies in  
New Zealand’s only full-time Sports Turf Management programme.  
Develop the range of professional skills required of greenkeepers and 
groundskeepers both here and overseas. Build important relationships 
and gain hands-on experience with an internship placement at a top 
sporting venue in New Zealand or Australia.  

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you have an acceptable  

level of secondary school achievement.

English language requirements 

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 5.5, with no band score less than 5.0.

Further study options

Take your skills to the next level with the National Diploma in Sports 
Turf Management (Levels 6 and 7), available through the New Zealand 
Sports Turf Industry Training Organisation.  

National Certificate in Horticulture 
(Arboriculture) (Level 4)

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $19,240

Start:  February, 2013

Become a tree surgeon through studying arboriculture – a specialised 
field involving the health of trees and shrubs. Learn a wide range of 
arboriculture skills at a tradesperson level through both practical and 
theoretical instruction, and develop these abilities during work 
experience opportunities. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you have an acceptable  

level of secondary school achievement. 
> You must have the physical/mental ability and strength required for 

tree climbing, while being aware of the health and safety demands of 
this programme. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 5.5, with no less than 6.0 in writing, 
and no less than 5.5 in all other bands.

Further study options

Increase your knowledge and experience by studying arboriculture at 
diploma level in New Zealand. 

National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4) 
Viticulture, Landscaping, General Horticulture  
or Fruit Production

Duration:  One year

Location:  Central Otago

Fee (approx):  $19,240

Start:  February and July, 2013

Discover the fundamental skills and knowledge required of 
horticulturists in vineyards, orchards, nurseries or any other major 
commercial operation. Enjoy a balance of practical and theoretical 
studies and gain hands-on experience in our campus nursery, 
hydroponics unit, vineyard and crop production facility. You will develop 
important local employment relationships as you undertake work 
experience within Central Otago’s extensive horticulture industry.   

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you have an acceptable  

level of secondary school achievement. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 5.5, with no band score less than 5.0. 

Further study options

Cultivate your horticultural skills with the Diploma in Horticulture (Level 
5) or Diploma in Viticulture (Level 5). 

National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4)

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $19,240

Start:  February, 2013

Gain an excellent grounding in the principles and skills of horticulture. 
You will undertake a mix of theoretical and practical training and have 
the chance to focus on the areas that interest you most. Enjoy making 
use of our nursery facilities, permaculture garden and Living Campus, 
and benefit from our close proximity to the internationally-acclaimed 
Dunedin Botanic Garden. Choose to specialise in Landscape 
Construction, Landscape Design, Plant Knowledge, Plant Production  
and Maintenance or Sustainable Horticulture.

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you have an acceptable  

level of secondary school achievement. 

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 5.5, with no band score less than 5.0.

Further study options

National Certificate in Horticulture (Advanced) (Level 4), Diploma in 
Horticulture (Level 5), Diploma in Viticulture (Level 5).
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National Certificate in Horticulture (Advanced) 
(level 4) Amenity Horticulture, Nursery Production  
or Landscape

Duration:  One year

Location:  Dunedin

Fee (approx):  $19,240

Start:  February, 2013

Build upon your existing knowledge and further develop your 
theoretical and practical skills around the technical and operational 
demands of the horticultural industry. Gain a wide range of horticultural 
skills at an advanced tradesperson level, make use of the campus 
horticultural facilities and undertake extensive learning in an  
industry sector. 

Entry requirements 
> You must have the National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4)  

OR equivalent qualifications/experience.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an  
IELTS overall band score (academic) of 5.5, with no band score  
less than 5.0.

Further study options

Acquire higher-level horticultural skills with our Diploma in Horticulture 
(Level 5) or Diploma in Viticulture (Level 5). Horticulture may also be 
studied at degree-level here and abroad.  

diploma in horticulture (level 5)

Duration:  One year 

Location:  Central Otago

Fee (approx):  To be advised

Start:  February and July, 2013

Ideal if you wish to extend your practical ability and gain management 
skills in horticulture. Focus on the technical and supervisory aspects of 
the horticulture industry. Specialise in fruit production while working in 
orchards and with food producers in Central Otago.

Entry requirements 
> You must have the National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4)  

OR equivalent qualifications/experience.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 5.5, with no less than 5.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.0 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Continue your learning with degree and postgraduate-level horticulture 
programmes at Lincoln and Massey Universities in New Zealand. 

diploma in Viticulture (level 5)

Duration:  One year

Location:  Central Otago

Fee (approx):  To be advised

Start:  February and July, 2013

Acquire the technical and management skills required in the viticulture 
industry, both here and overseas. Ideal if you wish to extend your 
practical ability and develop management skills while in employment. 
To complete the practical components of this programme, students 
are required to have work placement in industry. For more information, 
please contact the Central Otago campus.

Entry requirements 
> You must have the National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4)  

OR equivalent qualifications/experience.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options

Expand your knowledge and increase your career options with  
Level 6 or degree-level study in viticulture or oenology (the science  
of winemaking). 

National Certificate in Veterinary Nursing

Duration:  One year 

Location:  Dunedin 

Fee (approx):  $18,720

Start:  February, 2013

Prepare for a career as a veterinary nurse in an animal-related 
workplace such as a veterinary clinic. Engage in a mixture of 
face-to-face teaching, practical sessions, animal handling, surgery 
sessions and self-directed learning. Undertake a significant amount  
of work experience in a commercial veterinary clinic, School of 
Veterinary Nursing teaching and training veterinary hospital and  
animal room, and gain detailed theoretical knowledge. 

Entry requirements 
> You are individually assessed to ensure you meet the entry 

requirements of this certificate, based on the diploma-level entry 
requirements on page 12.

> You must have access to a computer and the internet.

English language requirements

You must demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, with no less than 6.0 in writing 
and speaking, and no less than 5.5 in reading and listening.
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Finding the right 
accommodation

Start looking! 

Our International student services office can help you find 
accommodation in Dunedin, Central Otago and Auckland.  
To help you see some of the accommodation available, go to:

www.studentaccomodation.co.nz (Dunedin)
www.odt.co.nz (Dunedin and Central Otago)
www.trademe.co.nz (all campuses)
www.share-accommodation.co.nz (all campuses)

Be sure to narrow your search to Dunedin, Central Otago or 
Auckland, and make use of Google Maps to work out how  
far away from campus you will be.

Homestay

Many students choose to live in a ‘homestay’ for their first year 
at Polytechnic, where you will live with a family in their home. 
You will have your own bedroom with a single bed, desk and 
wardrobe. Homestays in Dunedin cost NZD$231–252 per 
week and include most meals, with Halal options available.  
In Auckland, costs are NZD$220 per week, or NZD$240 per 
week if you would like lunches included as well. Some 
homestay hosts provide you with internet, otherwise you can 
pay for a wireless connection to be set up. 

Otago Polytechnic monitors and assesses homestay 
accommodation and can make arrangements for you.

Supervised accommodation
In Dunedin, supervised accommodation is a great option. 
You’ll be able to meet people, many of your meals are 
provided and extra expenses such as electricity and phone 
rental are generally included. Supervised accommodation 
costs around NZD$300 per week.

City College is located in North Dunedin, in the heart of the 
student area. You will live in apartment-style accommodation 
with ‘flatmates’ and dine in a communal eating area.  
City College has excellent recreation and study facilities.  
See www.citycollege.co.nz

Salmond College is an easy 15-minute walk from our Dunedin 
campus. It has great facilities for study and recreation and a 
communal eating area for meals. Free study tutorials are also 
available. See www.salmondcollege.ac.nz

note: You must submit an application for accommodation for 
either City or Salmond College by 30 September.

Gardens College is a private hall of residence for all students 
in Dunedin. It has 25 rooms, some with private ensuites and 
kitchenettes. See www.gardenscollege.co.nz

Where you live makes a big difference to your student experience.  
Fortunately there are a wide range of great options near each of  
Otago Polytechnic’s campuses.
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‘Flatting’ or private shared  
accommodation
Many students love the experience of renting a house together, 
with friends and other students. When flatting, you will share 
living costs such as electricity, telephone and food.

Dunedin and Central Otago

Unfurnished flats generally cost between NZD$85–$115 per 
week per room and another NZD$80–$100 for expenses like  
power, phone and food. Furnished flats typically cost slightly 
more – about NZD$120–$140 per week, and are less 
common. Your expenses will most likely be the same as in  
an unfurnished property.

Auckland 

A one-bedroom apartment may cost at least NZD$180 per 
week. A three-bedroom house or apartment may cost 
upwards of NZD$400 per week. Electricity and gas are  
usually not included in the rental price, and these types of 
accommodation are not usually furnished. If you are staying in 
an apartment or house, you should allow at least NZD$150 a 
week for food, electricity, transport and basic living costs. 

Studio and hostel accommodation

Dunedin

Studios are often furnished, you will have access to kitchen 
facilities and cost around NZD$120–$220 per week. Often this 
includes power, heating, local telephone calls and cleaning of 
the common areas. Higher-priced studios can include ensuite 
facilities. Self-contained one-bedroom apartments may cost 
around NZD$150–$300 per week.

Central Otago 

Rosewood Accommodation Park is an unsupervised hostel 
where you can rent a single room for NZD$100 per week, 
including electricity. Students are usually placed together, 
sharing lounge, bathroom and kitchen facilities.  
See www.rosewoodcromwell.co.nz

Auckland 

Hostels in Auckland include student and tourist hostels. 
Student hostel accommodation is usually priced from NZD$150 
a week for a shared room, and includes electricity costs and 
cleaning. Some hostels provide cooked meals and others provide 
shared kitchen facilities where you can cook your own meals.

Remember, we can help find accommodation for you.  
Just ask by letting us know what you need on your application form or on your Offer of Place response form.
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Experience an  
affordable lifestyle
New Zealand is a reasonably inexpensive place to live when compared with other 
countries. Accommodation expenses are comparatively cheap (see accommodation 
information on the previous page), and you are likely to share your expenses with 
other students. 

First, plan your expenses

You’ll need to think carefully about the amount of money 
required for the duration of your study. Remember, your  
daily cost of living is in addition to our tuition fees. Immigration  
New Zealand estimates that an international student will 
require at least NZD$15,000 per year to cover all living 
expenses. 

What you might pay  
(in New Zealand dollars):

Transport

Depending on where you live, public transport can cost 
between $10 and $60 per week. In both Dunedin and Central 
Otago, living close to campus means that your transport  
costs will be minimal, as most essential ‘everyday’ activities  
are within walking distance. 

Auckland City has excellent transport links, so you can easily 
commute to our Queen Street campus from home. 

Food

If you are not living in a homestay, you will need to allow at 
least $100 per week for food costs. If you are buying meals at 
a restaurant or for ‘takeaways’ (fast food) you can expect to 
pay $5–$20 for a cheap meal.  

Approximate costs in New Zealand:

ITEM AMOuNT IN  
NEW ZEAlAND 
DOllARS (NZD$)

Cup of coffee (flat white, cappuccino 
or latté)

$3.50–$4.50

McDonald’s ‘Big Mac’ burger $5.10

To post a letter within New Zealand $0.60

Local phone calls from a home phone 
(standard monthly landline rental  
rates apply)

Free

Local phone calls from a public 
telephone (per minute)

$0.50

Local calls made from a cellphone 
(off-peak / peak per minute)

$0.24–$1.39

Admission to major sports event From $15

Major international music concert $45–$150

Lunch from a food court or café $5–$15

Main meal at a restaurant $15–$40

Pair of Levi’s jeans $150

Petrol (unleaded) per litre $2.15

Travel and medical insurance 
(compulsory) for one year of study

$520 (approximately)

For currency exchange details see www.xe.com
All costs are approximate and subject to change. 
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Employment, immigration and your working rights 
as a student

All international students require a student visa from Immigration 
New Zealand to enable them to study in New Zealand.  
Our International Admissions Office can assist students with 
their application. 

International students may be granted a Variation of Condition 
(VOC) on their student visa, so they can gain part-time 
employment while studying. Generally, if you are enrolled in  
a full-time programme, you can apply to work for up to 20 
hours per week. 

Students can apply to work full-time over the summer holidays 
if they are enrolled in any programme lasting 12 months or more. 

Full details on student visa requirements, advice on rights to 
employment and other details, including where to lodge your 
application, are available through Immigration New Zealand at 
www.immigration.govt.nz

In Dunedin, Otago Polytechnic does not provide assistance 
with finding employment. We can direct students to appropriate 
job search agencies, or provide advice on job applications, 
resumés, CVs and interview skills. In Auckland, we offer 
assistance finding employment for degree students. In Central 
Otago, we may provide assistance in finding work placements 
in the viticulture, horticulture and hospitality industries.

new Zealand and the care of international students

International students are well looked after in New Zealand. 

Otago Polytechnic has agreed to observe and be bound by 
the Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of International 
Students, published by New Zealand’s Ministry of Education. 

Copies of the Code are available from the Ministry’s website  
at www.minedu.govt.nz

Eligibility for health services

Most international students are not entitled to publicly-funded 
health services while in New Zealand. If they receive medical 
treatment during their visit, they may be liable for the full costs 
of that treatment. 

Full details on entitlements to publicly-funded health services are 
available through the Ministry of Health at www.moh.govt.nz

Accident insurance

The Accident Compensation Corporation (ACC) provides 
accident insurance for all New Zealand citizens, residents  
and temporary visitors to New Zealand, but students may  
still be liable for all other medical and related costs.  
See www.acc.co.nz

Medical and travel insurance

International students must have appropriate and current 
medical and travel insurance while studying in New Zealand. 
Our International Admissions Office can arrange appropriate 
Medical and Travel Insurance for you and include the cost in 
your Offer of Place. This may cost approximately NZD$520 per 
year for full-time students. Otago Polytechnic has a default 
insurance provider, Uni-Care. Its package is called NZ Student 
Plan and details can be found at www.uni-care.co.nz 

Refund policy

Terms and conditions, including our refund policy, can be 
found at www.op.ac.nz/termsandconditions
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Our student services and facilities are extensive and designed 
to support and enhance your student life. In 2011 we were 
given a satisfaction rating of 100% by international students.

We make sure that you have access to the best information 
and advice, individualised support and assistance prior to, and 
during, your studies.

We organise a variety of social and recreational activities 
throughout the year for students at each of our Dunedin, 
Auckland and Central Otago locations. 

Your student services and facilities
Student Advisors
Experienced advisors are available to orientate students to the 
campus and to assist students with any concerns they have 
during their studies.

Chaplain
Offers support to students in many ways. Find out about 
places of worship or talk to someone who can understand 
your spiritual needs. (Dunedin only)

Counselling services
Available to help you work through any issue you may have 
while studying.

Career services
Provides guidance on career and study planning to help  
you achieve your career goals, before, during and even after 
your studies. 

The Learning Centre
Offers free learning support to all students, including individual 
appointments, workshops, and organised study/tutorial 
groups. Meet with us one-on-one or as a group to ensure you 
are achieving your academic best. (Dunedin only)

Student Health Centre
Conveniently located on our Dunedin campus, the Student 
Health Centre offers medical and health services and education 
including health screening tests and nutritional counselling. 
Vaccination services, travel health advice and minor surgery 
are also available. (Dunedin only)

Computer access, email and IT help
Complete your assignments and recharge your laptop at  
our free computer suites which are open daily. You are given 
your own student email address, which is the best way to 
communicate with your lecturers. Wireless is available.

In Dunedin, we have a dedicated student IT service which 
offers computer advice and discounted software purchases  
at our on-campus IT store, LAPSHOP.

your students’ association
Otago Polytechnic Students’ Association (OPSA) provides 
access to facilities and services like the UNIPOL sport and 
recreation centre (www.unipol.co.nz), Clubs and Societies, 
orientation and social events, second-hand bookshop, the 
Gyro student magazine, Student Job Search, Student 
Discount Directory, your student ID card and much more! 
(Some services are limited to Dunedin students.)

Clubs and societies
OPSA and the Otago University Students’ Association operate 
Clubs and Societies where you can participate in a wide range 
of sports, activities and social activities. You may choose to 
join an international student club, like the Chinese Students’ 
Association or a recreational group like the Tramping Club. 
Find out more at www.opsa.org.nz/cands.php (Dunedin only)

Libraries
The Robertson Library located on Otago Polytechnic’s Dunedin 
campus provides services and support for students, including 
full research resources, photocopying and printing services. 

There is a specialised library with great support services at our 
Central Otago campus. 

Our Auckland International Campus offers full online library 
services, and is conveniently located across the road from the 
Auckland City Library.

Student Centre (Manaaki)
Located in the heart of the Dunedin campus, Otago Polytechnic’s 
Student Centre is a great location to relax, eat, drink and meet 
other students. Halal and vegetarian food is available. Manaaki 
also hosts a variety of social events each year. (Dunedin only)

From the moment you consider Otago Polytechnic to your arrival on campus,  
we’re here to help you with any questions. 

Support services
here to help, every step of the way

Anna Seiuli  
Accommodation and Pacifica Advisor

Sheena Roy
International Student Advisor 
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Get ready to apply
Otago Polytechnic has representatives in many countries 
around the world. They can assist you with your Otago 
Polytechnic application and provide general advice on life  
in New Zealand. 

For help and a list of our representatives, see  
www.op.ac.nz/students/international-agents or email us.

Who to contact before you come
Our Liaison Team is out in the world meeting with prospective 
students, their parents and our network of representatives.  
We may even be able to meet with you in person to discuss 
your future study options and life at Otago Polytechnic.  

Contact us if you would like to meet one of our liaison 
representatives (shown below).

Make your future happen! Apply now
Our dedicated International Admissions Office can help  
you through the process of applying to Otago Polytechnic.  
Don’t hesitate to contact us via email or phone with  
your application questions. They will also help organise  
accommodation and make sure you are met at the  
airport when you arrive.

Please see our application form and guide for more information 
about how to send your application and what to include.  
Or you can visit www.op.ac.nz to apply. 

Susie Scott  
susie.scott@op.ac.nz

Sarah Gauthier  
sarah.gauthier@op.ac.nz

Rachael Shriffer  
rachael.shriffer@op.ac.nz

Graham Jones  
graham.jones@op.ac.nz

Our Liaison Team

Any questions? 
We are happy to help. See our Liaison Team’s 
individual details below or contact us by:

Phone 0064 3 477 3014
Email international@op.ac.nz
Website www.op.ac.nz

yvonne Fogarty 
International Student Advisor

Find us at www.facebook.com/otagopoly
Tweet us at www.twitter.com/otagopolytechnic
Watch us at www.youtube.com/otagopolytech



48   Otago Polytechnic Te Kura Matatini ki Otago

What are the tuition fees? 
Tuition fees vary between programmes. They are paid on a 
yearly basis, and are usually between NZD$16,000–$20,000. 
The fees shown in this prospectus are 2012 indicative 
international fees. Please note that all indicative fees are for 
one year of study and in New Zealand dollars (NZD). Fees are 
likely to increase for each year of study. Additional fees may 
from time to time be required for external examinations, NZQA 
fees and/or additional materials. International fee components 
for 2013 may be subject to change.

What is the minimum/maximum age? 
There is no maximum age to apply, provided that you are a 
genuine student. Usually, students beginning their programmes 
are at least 18 years of age.

How long will my study take? 
Undergraduate degrees are three years, diplomas are usually two 
years and certificates are one year. Graduate and postgraduate 
qualifications can take one to two years to complete.

What about international recognition?
All of our qualifications are recognised internationally. You are 
able to take your Otago Polytechnic undergraduate degree 
and apply to other national and international tertiary institutions 
for graduate and postgraduate study.

How much can I earn as a student?
Those students who are eligible to work while studying may 
get casual jobs in areas like hospitality or other service 
industries. Your hourly wage will be between NZD$13–15.

What do I need for my student visa?
Your Otago Polytechnic ‘Offer of Place letter’. This letter means 
you have been accepted to study. It also states your course 
fee, which you must pay first to your nearest New Zealand 
embassy, consulate or immigration office, and then receive a 
receipt of payment from us. You must submit these two 

documents (your Offer of Place and your receipt of fees), along 
with evidence that you have sufficient funds for living expenses, 
and a return international air ticket or evidence of sufficient 
funds to buy one, to your nearest New Zealand embassy, 
consulate or immigration office. 

For programmes longer than 24 months, you will also need to 
provide very recent medical and x-ray certificates. If you are 
over 17 years of age, you will need a police certificate to show 
that you are of good character. See www.immigration.govt.nz

What happens when I finish my degree? 
Students who have completed their degree in the normal time 
and have a job offer related to their studies can apply for a work 
visa for another two years. This entitles you to work in the job 
you have been offered, and may help you qualify for residence.

What about applying for new Zealand residency? 
If you meet the requirements of the current immigration policy in 
New Zealand, it is possible for you to apply for residence at any 
time. Immigration policy encourages students who have completed 
their degree in New Zealand to apply for permanent residence.

Is there an application fee? 
No. 

How long does it take to apply? 
We suggest you apply at least three to four months before your 
programme starts so that you are organised to arrive on time.

What do I need to include in my application? 
Your English language test results: IELTS, TOEFL or TOIEC.  
We also require certified copies of any academic results you 
have from your overseas high school or university. We may 
also require your curriculum vitae or a portfolio, depending on 
your programme entry requirements.

See our step by step guide to applying on the back of our 
application form.

Frequently 
asked questions
and important information



Programme summary
PROGRAMME nAME LEvEL IELTS

Certificate in Foundation Studies (Levels 1-4) (ESOL)
> English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
> English Language Examination Preparation (IELTS)

1-4 –

Certificate in Foundation Studies (ESOL) (Level 4) 4 –

English PLUS
English + Creative/Cookery/Computing/Business/Sport/
Adventure

3 5.5

English for Groups – –

Certificate in Health (Level 4) 4 6.0

Bachelor of Nursing 7 6.5

Registration Competence Assessment Programme 
for Overseas Nurses

– 7.0

Bachelor of Midwifery 7 7.0

Registration Competence Programme for  
Overseas Midwives

– 7.5

Postgraduate Certificate in Midwifery Practice 8 6.5

Postgraduate Diploma in Midwifery 8 6.5

Master of Midwifery 9 6.5

Bachelor of Occupational Therapy 7 7.0

Postgraduate Diploma in Occupational  
Therapy Practice

8 7.5

Master of Occupational Therapy 9 7.5

Certificate in Human Services (Level 4) including:
> National Certificate in Mental Health Support Work (Level 4) 
> National Certificate in Diversional Therapy (Level 4)
> National Certificate in Social Services (Level 4) 

4 5.5

Diploma in Social Services
Disability Support; Mental Health Support

6 7.0

Bachelor of Social Services 
Social Services; Career Practice; Counselling;  
Mental Health Support; Disability Support 

7 6.5

Graduate Diploma in Tertiary Education* 7 6.0

Certificate in Creative Studies 4 6.0

Diploma in Ceramic Arts 6-7 5.5

Bachelor of Visual Arts 7 6.0

Bachelor of Visual Arts (Honours) 8 6.5

Graduate Diploma in Visual Arts 7 6.0

Postgraduate Certificate in Visual Arts 8 6.5

Postgraduate Diploma in Visual Arts 8 6.5

Master of Visual Arts 9 6.5

Master of Fine Arts 9 6.5

Certificate in Fashion Studies (Level 4) 4 6.0

Bachelor of Design (Fashion) 7 6.0

Bachelor of Design (Product) 7 6.0

Bachelor of Design (Communication) 7 6.0

Bachelor of Design (Interiors) 7 6.0

Graduate Diploma in Design (Specialty) 7 6.0

Master of Design Enterprise 9 6.0

Certificate in Information Technology (Level 4) 4 5.5

Bachelor of Information Technology 7 6.0

Graduate Certificate in Information Technology  
(Level 7)

7 6.0

Graduate Diploma in Information Technology 7 6.0

Certificate in Cookery (Level 3) 3 6.0

PROGRAMME nAME LEvEL IELTS

Certificate in Professional Restaurant,  
Bar and Wine (Level 4)

4 6.0

National Diploma in Hospitality Management (Level 5) 5 6.0

Diploma in Professional Cookery (Level 5) 5 6.0

Bachelor of Culinary Arts 7 6.0

National Certificate in Business Administration  
(Level 4)

4 5.5

Diploma in Accounting (Level 5) 5 6.0

Diploma in Marketing (Level 5) 5 6.0

Diploma in Human Resource Management (Level 6) 6 6.0

New Zealand Diploma in Business 6 6.0

Bachelor of Applied Management (Major)**
> Tourism Management
> Human Resource Management
> Strategic Management
> Innovation and Entrepreneurship
> Sport Management
> Business Excellence
> Sales and Marketing
**Not all majors are offered at our Auckland International Campus
Fast track options available in Auckland. Other majors available. 
See www.op.ac.nz/auckland for details.

7 6.0

Graduate Diploma – Applied Management majors 7 6.0

Diploma in Applied Travel and Tourism (Level 5) 5 6.0

Certificate in Stonemasonry (Level 4) 4 5.5

National Diploma in Construction Management  
(Level 6)

6 6.0

National Diploma in Quantity Surveying (Level 6) 6 6.0

New Zealand Diploma in Engineering 
Specialties: Mechanical, Civil or Electrical Engineering

6 6.0

Bachelor of Engineering Technology 
Specialties: Electrical Engineering*; Mechanical Engineering; 
Civil Engineering

7 6.0

Certificate in Electrical Technology (Level 4) 4 5.5

Diploma in Architectural Draughting (Level 6) 6 6.0

Bachelor of Applied Science (Physical Activity,  
Health and Wellness)

7 6.0

Diploma in Applied Sport and Exercise Leadership 
(Level 5) (Personal Training and Exercise Prescription)

5 6.0

Diploma in Applied Sport and Exercise Leadership 
(Level 5) (Sport Management and Coaching)

5 6.0

Diploma in Outdoor Leadership and Management 
(Level 5)

5 6.0

Certificate in Snowsport Instructing (Ski) or (Snowboard) 4 5.5

Certificate in Avalanche Safety and Snowsport 
Instructing (Ski) or (Snowboard) 

3 5.5

Diploma in Avalanche Studies 6 6.0

National Certificate in Sports Turf Management  
(Level 4)

4 5.5

National Certificate in Horticulture (Arboriculture) 
(Level 4) 

4 5.5

National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4) 
Viticulture, Landscaping, General Horticulture or Fruit Production

4 5.5

National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4) 
Landscape Construction, Landscape Design, Plant Knowledge, 
Plant Production and Maintenance or Sustainable Horticulture

4 5.5

National Certificate in Horticulture (Advanced)  
(Level 4) Amenity Horticulture, Landscape or Nursery Production

4 5.5

Diploma in Horticulture (Level 5) 5 6.0

Diploma in Viticulture (Level 5) 5 6.0

National Certificate in Veterinary Nursing 5 6.0

Certificate/Graduate Diploma in Sustainable Practice 5, 7 6.0

*Subject to approval
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